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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—FISHING, PALLINUP
ESTUARY,

Hiegal Neiting.

Mr, WATTS asked the Premier: 1, Is he
aware that illegal net fishing is almost con-
tinuously proceeding at Pallinup Estuary,
on the south eoast, the waters of which are
closed against such fishing? 2, If so, is he
aware that such net fishing is seriously de-
pleting the fish in the waters referred to,
and that such depletion will deprive a large
number of residents of the lower Great
Southern districts of the opportunity of a
cheap summer holiday, to which they are en-
titled? 3, Will he take immediate action to
instruct a departmental inspeetor to police
the area referred to with a view to prevent-
ing further breaking of the law? 4, Is it
the practice of the department to grant
licenses under Section 15 of the Fisheries
Act, 1905-21, to persons who have been con-
victed on a number of occasions of offences
against the Aet? 5, If so, is he prepared
to have the practice discontinued?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, An-
swered by No. 1. 3, Steps have been taken.
4, No. 3, Answered by No. 4.

?

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE ACT
CONTINUANCE.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 26fh September.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [$37]:
The Minister for Lands, when he moved the
second reading of the Bill, pointed out that
it was necessary to cvontinue the operation
of the principal Act for another year. I
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have no doubt that the Aet will be con-
tinued for many. years vet, due to the fact
that it represents the only means by which
neeessary assistance for the furmers can be
made available and secuvities protected, un-
less we transfer the necessary powers to the
Commissioners who are administering the
Agricultural Bank Act. At least, members
might have had before them a copy of the
report of the Industries Assistance Board
tor the vear, in order to enable them to
study the position as it is now and know
exactly how the board has operated finan-
cially. The Minister gave the House some
information in that regard, but reports from
hodies operating under Aects, such as that
which we are asked to continue, should be
before memhers when they are required
to deal with sueh measures. 1 enter
my protest now against the delay experi-
enced by members in having presented to
them the statement of Public Aceounts for
the financial year. That document should
he before members when the Estimates are
introduced, or as soon afterwnrds as pos-
sible, and they should also have a eopy of
the Anditor (eneral’s annual report.

The Premicr: We do not control the Andi-
tor General,

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: No, and, of
course, I do not always hlame the Premier,
althongh T make complaints,  Members
should have before them a c¢opy of the
Aunditor General’s report hecause he iz the
ollicial charged with the investigation of
accounts, The Auditor General is a servant
of Parliament, and he is able to
advise us whelher payments have been
made legally or otherwise, so that we can
take what aetion we may deem fit in eir-
camstances that he may represent to us.
The practice I am complaining of has been
zoing on for years past. 1 do not know
if the cause of the delay is that the Auditor
General has not sufficient assisiance. If that
is the trouble, it is for ihe Auditor General
to make application to the Treasurer for
the necded help.

The Premicr: There has been no appli-
cation to me for additional assistance.

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: The report should
be before ns. The Estimates will possibly
he disposed of in the next week or two, and
we will, in all probability, have the Auditor
General's report presented to ns after we
have dealt with the Estimates.  That is
quite wrong, We should have the Auditor
General's report and other reports affecting
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legrislation that, if continued, will make in-
roads into the public purse. I do not in-
tend to oppose the second reading of the
Bill, because T believe the Aect will be neces-
sary this vear. 1 regret having to make
that statement. In the Mukinbudin area,
the farmers are experiencing a rather rough
spin. The average wheat vield in that dis-
trict will be about § bushels, and unless we
have early rains, that will not be the only
district so situated. Farmers have no re-
serve fund with which to meet contingencies
that may arise owing to a bad season. West-
ern Australia has been exceedingly lucky
over a period of years with regard to the
seasons. We have had more than the aver-
age rainfall for a number of years past. If
we had had less than the average rainfall
and low prices as well, the farmers would
have been in a very difficult plight indeed.
As I have already indicated, I shall not
object to the passage of the Bill hecause
the Aet may be required to enable the Gov-
ernment fo provide assistance to farmers in
the drier areas. Last ¥ear about £130,000
was made available by the Federal Govern-
ment for the assistance of farmers, hut that
amount will probably not be forthcoming
this year. From what information I could
extract from the Acting Treasurer’s speech
in introducing the Budeet in the House of
Representatives recently, there will be little
money from that source for the assistance of
the men on the land. T reccived a letter
from the secretary of the Nungarin Road
Board in which he pointed ouf that, of a
total area of 203,525 acres of agrieultural
land in that district, 40,816 acres had been
ahandoned. If unsatisfactory seasonal con-
ditions continued as they were at the time
the letter was written, it was estimated that
probably another 20 per cent. of the farmers
on the remaining holdings would have to
abanden their properties. That is vervy seri-
ous and I know the Government, as well as
Opposition members, are anxions to retain
all the farmers we can on the good holdings,
so that when prices rise again—and there
is that tendency now—the State may avail
itself fullv of the better prices, and, to that
end, give assistance to those who at present
are having a rather depressing experience.
The Minister told us that the total amount
owinz to the Industries Assistance Board
on the 30th June last was £1,591,000.
Most of that amount can be written off, be-
cause I think theve is little hope of ever
securing the pavinent of any of that sum.
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The amount ewing 03 at the 30th June, 1934,
was £1,905,000, so it would appear that a
snudl proportion of the indebtedness must
have been written off or repaid. I suggest
that it was writfen off, not repaid. The
advances for the last financial year totalled
£11,519, whereas in the previous year the
advances amounted to £30,525. Collections
during the last finaneial year, ineluding in-
terest, amounted to £36,862, or £1,627 less
than the amount of last year's receipts.
There is not much hope of ever getting that
money repaid, unless there should be better
prices for farm produce. In the eireum-
stinees, it iz essential to retain on the
statute-hook legistation that will enable the
Government, should the coniingency arise,
to help farmers who arg in a bad way. The
Agricultural Bank Act contains n¢ provision
that will enable the Commissioners to make
advances for seasonal operations, and the
Industries Assistance Act seems to be the
only measure under which assistance ecan
he rendered and securities taken, without
great difficulty being experienced. Although
Opposition members will not oppose the
passage of the Bill, we would have appre-
ciated an opportunity to peruse a state-
ment from the Commissioners of the Agri-
cultural Bank showing what is the aetual
position. They have had plenty of time
since their appointment fo earry out the
necessary investizations regarding the In-
dusiries Assistance Board, and, in faet, the
House practically instructed them to carry
out that investization. Under the provisions
of the Agriculiural Bank Act it is necessary
for the Commissioners to submit a return
to Parliament in November. That will not
give the House a reasonable opportunity
to ascertain what the report contains and
to consider it, let alone eriticise it. As the
Aot provides that the report shall be fur-
nished not later than the 1lst November,
members may reasonably expeet to receive
it about that date. I suggest that the Min-
ister take up the matter and ask the Com-
miszioners to expedite the tabling of the
report as much as possible, so that mem-
bers may ascertain the correct position.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.
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BILL—WOREKERS' HOMES ACT 3. Housing Trust Act.
AMENDMENT. This Act was passed in 1930 to provide

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Roul-
der) [4.43] in moving the second reading
said: This is a short Bill containing only
two amendments to the Act. The definition
of “worker” nnder the Act is limited to per-
sons receiving an ineome of not more than
£400 per annum. The Bill proposes to in-
crease that amount fo £300. One of the
greatest problems of the board is the dis-
posal of homes that vevert to them from
their elients, and experience bas shown that
many applications ¢ome from persons with
incomes ranging between £400 and £500 per
annem. Thosge persons would make suitable
vlients. The hoard are debarred from doing
husiness with them bhecause of the limit
placed upon incomes to £400 per annum.
The extension to £300 would greatly assist
the board in this part of their business. It
has alse been found that there are many
deserving people with incomes slightly in
excess of £100 a yenr who desire to apply
for homes. Men caring hefween £400 and
£500 and having a nnnber of children are
not always in & posttion to finance a home
privately, and those people should be en-
titled to Lhe henefit of assistance by the
Workers’ Homes Board. For those reasons
the Government have decided to introduce
an amendment to increase the income limit
from £400 to £500. The seeond amendment
is to alter the name ot the institution from
“Workers’ Homes Board” to “State Housing
Board”  Thiz alteration may not be
congidered important, but in all the cir-
cumstanees we think it desirable. The
administration of the board extends beyond
the Workers” Homes Act and covers several
ariivities. In the State sphere are the fol-
lowing :—

1. Workers’ Homes Act, freehold and lease-

hold sections.

2. Small Loans Scheme.

The Small Loans Scheme was introdureed by
fhe Government to cnable alterations and
additions to be made to properties. Tt will
be within the knowledee of members that
la~t year the Government introduced a
secheme in order that people in the possession
of homes might make necessarv improve-
ments, To that end we made advances of
siall sums amounting in the total to £35,000
to assist owners to make improvements and
also to provide employment.

homes for old-aged and indigent people.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I think 1931.

The PREMIER: lt betame an Aect in
1931, and provides for applications for
small sums for cottages.

Hon. C. G, Latham: That was the McNess
fund.

The PREMIER: Another activity is ad-
ministered by the Workers’ Homes Board—

4. Herdsman Lake Settlement.

The board have constructed cottages at
Herdsman Lake, and act on behalf of the
Lands Department. The Herdsman Lake
scheme, of course, is administered by the
Lands Department, but the building side is
administered by the Workers’ Homes Board.
The board perform services on behalf of
the Commonwealth

1. War Service Homes Commission.

At the outset the Commonwealth Govern-
ment set up an administration of their
own, but after some experience of ii, the
Workers’ Homes Board were asked to
take over the administraiion again, and
that arrangement has been operating for
several years.

2, Commonwealth Housing Act,

An Aef was introduced by ibe Common-
wealth Government in 1928 for the erection
of homes for eligible persons in receipt of
incomes up to £12 a week. In view of the
activities administered by the board, the
proposed new name is considered to be
more applicable. It is also considered that
the alteration of name will remove doubts
that now exist as to eligibility for assist-
ance under the different Acts administered
by the board. This will enable more sales
of reverted homes to be effected. During
the past few years of depression especially,
many workers’ homes have reveried to the
board because of the inability of those con-
cerned to keep up their payments. The re-
versions have oceurred, not because of any
drastic action by the board, bat simply be-
cause the owners were unable to earry om.
The number of homes in that category, I
believe, is 63, and it is not easy to find new
clients for those homes. T do nof say that
the 63 homes are unoccupied; they are oe-
cupied by people who are paying rents for
them, but it is not in accordance with the
prineiple of the Act to have any consider-
able number of homes oceupied by people
mercly as tenants. The objeet of the Act
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was to enable people to acquire homes of
their own. Because of the salary limitation
of £400 a year, it 15 not easy to get clients
and the board believe that if the ipcome
limit were raised to £500, it would be much
easier to get clients for homes which have
reverted to the board. At present many
suitable applicants do not inquire at the
department because they think they do not
come within the definition of “worker” 1
have always believed thal the term covered
everybody except those who lived on rents
and interest and had no useful oecupation,
but we eannot deny that a very narrow view
has been taken of the word “worker.” Many
people engaged in shops and offices, who
perhaps are not in receipt of salaries equal
to the earnings of a person recognised as
a worker, would not classify themselves as
workers. Some years ago there was a little
snobbery behind it, but I think that has all
disappeared. I believe there are many office
employees and persons in occupations of a
similar kind who believe they arc not
eligible to apply for workers’ homes, and
that they do not come within the definition
of “worker.” Therefore it is desirable that
the alteration be made. It will not in any
way affect the econtinuance of assistanee to
workers. One point about which I made
special inquiry was whether, if we increased
the ineome Iimit from £400 to £500, there
would be any possibility of the hoard’s
giving preference to people in receipt of
bigher incomes because of the greater se-
eurity that those people would offer. T bave
heen informed that there is no risk of that
happening. Even in the past, where a man
on the basic wage applied, preference was
not given fe o man on an income
of £400 a year. All applications have

been treated in the order in which
they have been received. If a man
on a lower salary or on the bhasie

wage provided the security required—in
some cases the amount involved would be
lower, and perhaps considerably lower, than
the amount required of a man receiving
£400 a year—his application would receive
equal consideration. So long as a man pro-
vides the security, he has the same chance
as another applicant, even though the other
may be on a higher salary and may be con-
sidered to provide a better security.

Hon. C. @, Latham: What is the largest
amount that can bhe advanced by the board
for one home?
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The PREMIER: Either £750 or £800.

Mr. Doney: Nearer £500, I think.

Mr. Mann: I inquired and was informed
that the amsunt was £750,

The PREMIER: It is either £750 or
£800, but that is governed by the salary.or
income of the person conecerned.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was wondering
what was the highest amount that could
be advanced. The amendment in the Bill
only governs the applicant’s salary

The PREMIER: Yes, it will only enlarge
the field of applicants. Those who may
apply for workers’ homes now are those in
receipt of salary or wages up te £400. The
Bill will extend the salary amount to £300,
but will not enlarge the amount of the
advance.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It will probably im-
prove the present security.

The PREMIER; Perhaps it will, but the
pringipal point stressed by the board is
that the amendinent will enable them to
place houses which have reverted to
them. XNo doubt it is verv convenient for
people to be able to rent such homes, but
the object of the Aet was to cnable people
te purchase them. Those are the only
points contained in the measure. 1 mmove—

That the Bill be now read a sceond time.

On motion by Hon. C. G Latham, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. I. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.58] in moving the second reading
said: This Bill is really intended to give
effeet to the poliey I outlined in the Budget
speech. As I there nnnounced, the Gov-
ernment have decided to terminate, as
from the 31st December next, those see-
tions of the Financial Emergency Act re-
ferring to wages, salaries, pensions and
grants, This Bill, therefore, repeals, as
from the 1st January, 1936, Parts II., IIIL.
and IV. and the Schedule of the pringipal
Act. Part V. of the Aet reduces by 2215
per cent., with a maximum reduection to
five per cent., the interest payable on all
mortgages in operation when the Act came
into force in 1931L. The Government eon-
sider that this provision should he econ-
tinued for a further vear as from the 1st
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January next, and the Bill has been drafted
accordingly., The only need for the Bill
is to continue the provision governing the
reduetion of interest. The Government con-
sider that the provision for the reduced
rate of interest should continue for an-
other year.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That will be the
only provision made?

The PREMIER: Yes, with one slight al-
teration which I will mention later. The
only provision in principle that is left is
that the reduced rate of interest shall con-
tinue. I vefer to rates of interest on all
mortgages in operation when the Bill be-
came law. The position has greatly altered
since then. The reduction did net apply
to mortgages made subsequent to the Act
becoming law, but only the mortgages then
in existence. There may not be many of
these becanse the coperations of the Act
applied mainly to long-term mortgages.
Mortgages made after the passing of the
Act did not come under it. It may have
been that long-term mortgages were en-
tered into, some at high rates of interest
of seven or eight per cent. Having regard
to the rate of interest to-day the Govern-
ment consider it would not be fair to omit
this provision from the Act, and so allow
mortgagees to go baeck to the rate of in-
terest they were in receipt of prior to the
passing of this emergency legislation. By
Part V. of the Aet the rate of interest is
reduced by 2214 per cent., with a maxi-
mum reduclion to 5 per cent.; that is, in-
terest payable on all morigages in opera-
tion when the original Act came into foree
in 1931. That is one provision we propose
to re-enact in this Financial Emergency Act.
We consider it should be continued for a
further year as from the 1st January. The
Bill also contains a saving clanse with re-
gard to the superannuation of officers of
the public service who are retired. The
superannuation Act provides for pensions
to be based on the average rate of salary
paid to an officer for three years prior to
the date of retirement. The Financial
Emergeney Act protected the rights of offi-
eers by providing that their pensions should
be based on their classified salary, and not
on the reduced rate actually received by

them. An officer may have had a
certain  elassified salary  when  the
Financial Emergency Act came into
existence. His salary was reduced. The
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Public Service Commissioner made a re-
elassification, and again the salary was re-
duced. If these reductions were fo apply
to that officer it wounld mean that he would
be reduced doulily.

Hon. W, D. Jolmson: Twice-over.

The PREMIER: He would be reduced
not on the classified salary but on the
reduced amount received, whieh would have
brought the superannuation down aceord-
ingly. There is nothing new about this, for
this is how the Act operaied last year. The
reason why it is necessary to iniroduee it
in this Bill is that that pari of the Act of
last year was contained in the provisions
which we are dropping entirely this year.
If we are going to carry on with the same
principle in regard to those in reecipt of
saperannuation it is necessary to make this
safeguard. There is nothing new aboui it;
it only leaves persons in receipt of super-
annunation entirely where they were last
year. It is necessary to embody these mat-
ters in the Bill if we are to continue to pro-
teet officers who are retired after the 31st
December of this year. I need not labour
the question. I dealt with the whole aspect
of it and the Government's attitude towards
these cuts, on the oceasion of the Budget
speech. T have nothing new to say. I en-
deavoured to justify the policy of the
Government, and do not desire to cover the
ground agnin. We are not re-enacting any-
thing exeept the provisions to which I have
veferred. This Bill will not cover other re-
duetions that were made under the amend-
ment of the Constitution Acts Amendment
Aet. It will noet apply to the Lieut.-
Governor, nor to those who are receiving
payments from the Crown under Constitu-
tion Aects. The abandonment of the redue-
tions would not apply to the Lieut.-Gover-
nor, to Ministerial salaries as such, to
Judges, to the private sceretary at Govern-
ment House, and to the Clerk of the Excen-
tive Couneil. With these exceptions we
are dropping all euts and reduetions that
were made. The CGovernment have not vet
dealt with these exceptions. If the principle
is to apply to everyone embraced in the
original Act who has been subject to the
cuts throughout these partienlar years, the
Government will allow the Constitution
Acts Amendment Act to lapse. We
have not vet decided upon a course of action
in this regard, but if it is decided to bring
everyone into line, leaving out no one, that
is what we will have {0 do. An announce-
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ment may be made to the House at an
early dawe. Apart from that everything
else goes out of the Act except the redne-
tion in the interest rates. I move—

That the Bill he now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

BILL—PLANT DISEASES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Messaye.

Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read recommending appropria-
tion for the purpose of the Bill.

Council's Amendments.

Sehedule of three amendments made hy
the Counecil now considered.

In Commiltee.

Mr. Sleeman in the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture in charge of the Bill,

No. 1. Clause 1—Substitute the figures
*‘1935” for the figures “1934” in the second
line of the elause.

No. 2. Clause 3—Delete the numeral
(“17) in line 38 and substitute (72").

No. 3. Clause 5—Subhstitnte the figures
#1935" for the fignres “1934” in the last
line,

On motions by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture, the foregoing amendments made hy ihe
Council were agreed to.

Resolutions reporied, the reports adopied,
and a message accordingly returned to the
Couneil.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1935-36.
In Commiliee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 26th September,
ot the Treasurer’s Financial Statements,
and on the Annnal Estimates; Mr. Sleeman
in the Chair.

Fote—Legislutive Council £1,742.

MR. CROSS (Canning) [513]: I desire
fo express my. keen appreciation of the
treatment accorded fo me by many officers
of the Public Service in the various depart-
ments, since I have been a member of this
Chamber. 1 do not intend to seleet any onc
in particular, but the departments to whieh
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t wish to refer arve those connected with em-
ployment, child welfare, mines, education
and the draftsmen’s branch of the Lands
Department. [ am also indebted to officers
in the Publie Works Department and in the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department, I
was extremely pleased when the Treasurer
brought down his Budget to notice it was his
intention to do justice to the oflicers of Lhe
service by restoring the reductions that were
npfairly made to those salaries in 1930-3L.
On that account I sirongly resented what I
rogarded as savouring of bedy-line tactics
towards the service adopted by the Leader
of the XNational Party when speaking the
other cvening.

Mr. Sampson: You had better be careful.

Mr, CROSS; My opinion 1s that the Pub-
lic Service of Western Australia is under-
paid, and this applies especially to some of
its oflivers; and the remark has the more
force in view of the salaries paid to men
performing similar duties in the Public Ser-
vices of other States and in private employ-
ment, My belief is that Western Australia
is extremely lueky to have some of the
officers it possesses, men who in the Eastern
States services and in private employment
wonld command far higher salaries.

Mr. Raphael: "We are unlucky to have
some of them, too,

My, CROSS: While listening to the de-
bate I have heen greatly intevested hy some
of the =peeches delivered. Especially was T
tnferested in a belated admission made by
the Leader of the Opposition, speaking on
the 17ith September. I took a note of the
remark at fhe time. It referred to the cuts
which were being restored, and told us what
hasl been done by the Government with
which the hon. gentleman was associated.
The remark was as follows:—

We therefore gave power to employers to
approach the court, and we instructed that
court hv Act of Parliament what it should
tuke into consideration.

I also have a Tecollection of remarks made
by the present Leader of the Opposition
when delivering his policy speech at York.
Although on several occasiong he denied the
use of the words reported. or that he in-
tended] what they express, vet 1 recard the
ohservation I have quoted from his speech
on this Budget as a belated admission. I
desire to remind hon. members of a state-
ment made hy the Leader of the Opposition
at York. In announcing the intention of
hi= party fo review the Arbitration Aet, he
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went on to specify what he meant. as fol-
lows:—

The Federal basie wage, as it applies to this
SBtate, should L adopted,

Hon, C. G. Latham: I did not. Bo truth-
ful! I have taken the opportunity of con-
tradicting those statements here. I cannot
follow you around the country eontradieting
them. Those statements are not true.

Mr. CROSS: The statement appeared in
the report of the hon. gentleman’s speech.

Mr. Marshall: It was said, and it was
contradicted—the Leader of the Opposition
declared he had not’said it.

Mr, CROSS: I am pleased to have the
Opposition Leader’s belated admission.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Oh, belated admis-
sion!

Mr. CROSS: T am pleased to see, in con-
nection with this Budget, the end of wage
and salary ents.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I am very glad of
i, too, it the Government have the money.

Mr. CROSS: Turning now to another
subjeet ’

Hon. C. Gi. T.atham: I thought you would

do that,
) Mr, CROSS: —I am glad to see the Min-
ister for Mines back from the Old Country.
A matter to which I drew attention when
speaking on the Address-in-reply I wish to
bring up again to-day, because I want the
Minister for Mines to give it some consider-
ation. 1L might be said that the matter is
one which dues not concern my electorate,
seeing that my district is not a mining area.
However, numerouns people in my electorate
are interested in inining, and not only as
mining investors but in connection with
prospecting parties.

Mr. Thorn: Had you not better leave that
matter to goldfields representatives?

Mr. CROSS: Numerous prospecting
parties are operating in the mining areas
to-day, and the subject T am about to refer
to affects them. In addition, what I have to
propose s entirely in the interests of the
State. Morcover, any member who helieves
he can hring before the Chamber somethine
of material advantage to the State, is in duty
bound to do sn. The matter to which T want
the Minisier for Mines fo give consideration
is whether the time is not opportune to in-
stal several additional State batteries in
selected mining disiricts. There are numer-
ous districts in need of State batteries; and
my helief' is that if State batteries were in-

[ASSEMBLY.]

stalled the result would he reproduc-
tive work which would prove profitable
from a State point of view. I understand
that after years of agitation arrangements
have been made for the erection of a State
hattery at Leonora. Certainly this is not
before its time. To show that what I pro-
pose is warranted, T shall bring to the atten-
tion of the Committee the difference in
annual revenues from State hatteries during
the last few years. I desire to prove that
an extension of the system is fullv war-
muted. For the yvear ended 30th June, 1931,
the receipts from State batteries were
£30,572. For the vear ended 30th June.
1934, the receipts had -increased to £110,406.
Now I wish to demonstrate that the increase
is continuing. The fignres I bhave quoted
are taken from the last report of the Audi-
tor General. In addition, I have here a re-
turn from the Mines Depariment showing
receipts from State batteries during the year
ended 30th June, 1935, They amount to
£118,781, representing an increase of ap-
proximately £88,000 over the receipts for
the yvear 1930-31. T am hopeful that the
Minister for Mines and the Government will
eive serions consideration to the installa-
tHon of a few more batteries in snitable
centres. I helieve that the result of doing
50 will be to benefit the whole State. There
are fwo or three other subjeets on which T
wish to touch, subjects affecting my own
olectorate. I do not know whether it is in-
tended to provide on these Estimates for ex-
penditure on the various rviver jetbies. I
appreciate the fact that during iast winter
the department coneerned, in sheer despera-
tion, spent a small amount on the Mends-
street jetty. I hold an opinionm, which 1
know to be shared by the department, that i1t
is time the whole of the Mends-street jetiy
was reconstructed. It the South Perth
jetty does not reecive further consideration,
it is quite on the cards that one day the
structure will be down alfogether. The
shore end of the Mends-street jetty was
ereeted many years ago by a private com-
pany, which put in only 10-foot piles at
the shore end. These piles are now almost
rotted through. Their condifion, I am in-
formed, is so bad that the department dare
not touch the top deeking at all, realising
that if the top decking were taken off the
piles at the shore end, these would fall over.
I suggest that the Minister controlling the
jetties should consider the advisableness of
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reclaiming three-quarters of an acre or an
acre of ground round about the shore end
of the jetty with a view to reconstrncting
the jetty altogether.

Mr, Thorn: You are exaggerating the
position.

Mr. CROSS: I am not exaggerating the
position at all. The hon. member interject-
ing has not seen the jetty as many times as
I have.

Mr. Thorn: Yes, I have.

Mr. CROSS: I repeat that last winter, in
sheer desperation, the department effected
some repairs, and that when one of the
piles was moved it was found necessary to
shift quite a number, because the hottoms
of the piles had rotted off and the depart-
ment dared not put decking on top of
them. In the circumstances, it was not pos-
sible to do the job of repairing properly.
In my opinion the proper course is to re-
construet the whole jetty., When the de-
partmental dredge is on the spot, it would
be a simple matfer to reclaim about an
acre of ground and reconstruet the jetty.
The Barrack-street jetty, too, is in need of
repair. I have disenssed the matter with
engineers who have examined the piles.

Mr. Thorn: YWhat is your opinion of the
Fremantle bridge?

Mr. CROSS: We are not discussing the
Fremantle bridge at present. In any case,
if a quarter of the money spent on repair-
ing the Fremantle bridge were available for
what I am nrging, a new jetty conld be
built. T hope somethivg will be done to
bring all thesc jetties info a state of rea-
sonable repair, otherwise we are likely to
find, one morning after a storm, that we
have no jetties at all.

Mr. Marshall: We could always put up &
spring board.

Mr. CROSS: I am also keenly appreca-
tive of the fact that the Government have
decided to put down a 24in. watermain
from Quieen’s Park to serve the Apple-
cross side of the viver, That work will be
of some benefit to TFremuntle as well. [
wish to ecall attention to the necessity for
putting in a main to serve Applecross, and
aiso Mount Pleasant, which at present has
no water supply at all. I shonld be glad to
know whether it is the department’s inten-
tion to run a main to Mount Pleasant.
There is a fair amount of settlement in that
neighbourhood now, and the people there
arc dependent on spear pumps and bove
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water. When the main is laid, 1 hope the
loeal people will be given an opportunity
to use the water for which they will be com-
pelled to pay. While referring to Mount
Pleasant, let me express also the hope that
on these Estimates provision will be made
fo extend the electric lisht service to that
distriet. Although Mount Pleasant is with-
in half-a-dozen miles of the city, the resi-
dents are still compelled to use either hur- -
ricane lamps or eandles. I hope something
will be done to supply that urgent need. At
this stage I do not propose to mention other
matters, as to which I shall have opportuni-
ties when items are being discussed. I trust,
however, that the Minister for Mines will
eive consideration to my sugeestion regard-
ing State batteries.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [5.29]: These Esti-
mates appear to he based on a better State
outlook. I notice that for the year 1935-36
the total revenue is estimated at, in round
fignres, £9,406,000, and the anticipated
deficit at £255,000, representing a total
expenditure of £0,662,000. The State esti-
mated revenue for the ecurrent finanecial
vear is within £541,000 of that of the pre-
depression vear 1928-20—£9,047,000. This
is £1,571,000 greater than the 1931-32
amount of £8,035,000, the lowest depression
point. That shows a remarkable recovery
in the two years since 1932.53 of an antiei-
pated revenue of 1'% millions. So T agree
with the Premier that his optimism. if re-
strained, is cerfainly justifinble. I wish
to draw attention to the fact that unfor-
tunately this season is finishing up very
hadly. I have just completed a tour through
my electorate and the eastern poction of the
wheat belt. During the pazt 10 days I have
traversed the country from Tammin in the
west, finishing up on Sunday last at Nun-
garin. T must say the position of that por-
tion of the wheat belt is deplorable. T do
not wish to pose as an apostle of gloom,
but we must face the faets, and I am satis-
fied that, even if we¢ were to zet an inch of
rain within the next week or 10 days, the
position would be merely ameliorated. and
would not in any circumstances give us a
wood season in  that area. TIn the
Avon electorate last year’s returns of
wheat forwarded from 57 sidings was
57,000 tons, with 9000 tonz of echaff
That 57,000 tons of wheat carried by the
raitways was equal to 2,150,000 bhushels,
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and the quantity of wheat milled for Hour
at our mills would account for another
500,000 bushels. So one can realise that in
the estimated revenue for the Railway De-
partment this year—I hope I may he wrong
—the quantity of wheat for carriage will be
200,000 tons less than that of last year
That will be reflected in the Estimates of
Revenue by a reduction of at least £120,000
in the revenue of the Railway Department,
and will be reflected also in the revenue of
the harbours and ports of the State. 1
dealt with only one electorate, but my elee-
torate abuts on the Mt. Marshall electorate,
and the member for Mt Marshall, with
whom I have conferrved, is very much of the
same opinion regarding his own electorate.
The Avon clectorate is one of the most
highly developed agricultural areas in the
State, yvet 1 do not think it will average this
year more than 7 bushels to the acre,
I have here a letter from the north-eastern
zone distrivts of the Wheatgrowers’ Union,
and this communication only eonfirms my
pessimistic ontlook. Under date 26th Sep-
tember, thy =ecretary of that organisation
wrote—

At a recent meeting of the mnorth-eastern
zone council of the Union discussion arose on
the effeet of dronght in that area. It was
pointed out that conditions were scrious, and
the suggestion was made that a eonference be
held comprizing representatives of the Union,
the P.PP.A., Country Party memhers, and the
Commissioners of the Agricultural Bank, to
discuss relief for the coming year. We shall
be plensed if vou will et us know whether you
will be prepared to attend this meeting.

I have also a letter from the Nungarin Road
Board which points to the faect that of the
203,525 acres of rurnl  land within the board’s
distriet, 40,816 acres have heen abandoned.
I have referred to lhese letters in order to
impress on the Government the necessity
for taking carly organising steps to combat
what T fear is going to bhe a calamity of a
major nature in the central portion of the
wheat belt. Another point to which I would
draw aitention is this: the Commissioncrs
of the Agriculiural Bank have definitely sot
their faces agninst the supplying of motor
tfractor fuel. 1 think this can be enrried
to extremes. We have numbers of tractors
in the wheat helt Iving idle, hecause the
authorities will not permit fuel to be pur-
chased for them. The farmers in thai area
unquestionably will have to he supplied with
fodder such as chaff, costing from £6 to £8
per ton. Would it not be infinitely better
to supply those men who have traclors with
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fuel, that they may carry on their work?
It is an economic proposition. I do not for
i moment advocate the use of tractors as
against horses,

Mr. Marshall: The fodder would be
loeally grown, and the money wonld be kept
within the State.

Mr. BOYLE: Unfortunately the hon.
member is not correct in that statement. A
good deal of the chaff recently imported
came from South Australin, The oppor-
tunity to get rid of that chaff must have
been u perfect godsend to the farmers of
Sonth Australia, for in our districts com-
plaints ave rife as to the quality of the
chaff sent to us. It is not a question of the
supplving of ehaff grown in the local dis-
triets, for, as it is, a mueh greater area will
have to be cut for chaff, and in all prob-
ability it will not be possible to get suffi-
cient to supply all who require it. But I
say it would be perfeectly justifiable to sup-
ply with fuel those men whe have tractors.

Mr. Marshall: And so make Western
Australia a bowser for the consumption of
imported fuel.

Mr. BOYLE: Another phase of the pro-
blem confronting us gives me opportunity
to compliment the Minister for Agricul-
ture on the wvery interesting speeeh he de-
livered at Katauning in reference to the
finding of markets for our produce. To-
day the markets of the world are praetic-
ally closed against primary products of this
nnd other States of the Commonwealth.
Some time ago the Government appointed
the Eeonomic Council, which has perhaps
fully justified itself. But its purpoese was
the finding of a loeal market and local con-
sumption for the secondary produets of
the State. I would urge on the Government
the desirability of setting up a wing to
that Economic Couneil with the purpose of
endeavouring to find markets for our prim-
ary producls ountside the State. For the
past two vears I have heen engaged on this
problem by inquiry and investigation in the
Eastern States, and by correspondence
abroad. T have here a typical letter from
u big and important firm in the Philippine
Island=. This letter is on all fours with
correspondence I have received from other
important firms and corporations outside of
Anstralia, Messrs. Elizalde and Co., Incor-
porated, is a ecompany with a eapitalisation
of £4,000,000. It iz a very old-established
firm und has a great deal of influence on the
import and export trades of the Philip-
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pine Islands. Under date Gth August, the
firm wrote (his to me—

I have beforc me statisties of Philippine im-
perts from Australin for a period of five vears,
from 1829 to 19338, which show a steady de-
cling from the four-million-peso mark n 1620
to the two-million-peso level in 1933. The
Philippine exports to Australia show the same
tendeney, from the one-million-peso high-mark
in 1928 to the two-hundred-thousand-peso level
in 1923, with the halance of trade always un-
favourable to the Philippines by a wide mar-
gin. Tn 1933, for instanee, trade.balance was
favonrable to \ustralia in the amount of more
than two million pesos. Thia gives an idea of
the disparity in Philippine-Australian trade.
The two outstanding reasons for the decline of
the Philippine-Australian trade that T ean
think of at this moment are:—

1. Australia in general has kept its own
wmarket elosed to Philippine products.

2. The Philippineg used to be a big exporter
of Tumber and timber. but Auvstralin suddenly
cut off its trade with the Philippines in thesc
commodities hy an impossible import tarift.

This country is a natural producer of cigars,
rope, cocoanut oil, sugar, which might be ae-
ceptable to Australia to facilitate the mainten-
ance of a fair exchange between the two coun-
tries. Tt is a foregone conclusion that the
great diserepaney in trade obfaining at the
present time ean’t long continue, and exhaus-
tiom of trade relations will only be a matter of
a few vears unless better arrangements are
made for mutual benefit. TUnder present eir-
cumstanees the Philinpines obviously has to
shift to countries that buy from her in appre-
cinble quantities. We are all agreed that trade
hetween Australin and the Philippines is very
desirable owing to their geographical positions,
which offer mutual advantages, but we also be-
lieve that it hehoves Australia to offer induce-
ments to Philippine produets in order to keep
a market for her that is gradually dwindling
and which mas ultimatelv disappear as soon
as the Philipnines feel the necessifv to enter
into ngreements with ecountries which offer
more fair interchange of trade.

Tt is obvious to all that under Federation
we have prackieally no sav in what shall
constitute the import tarifi. However, in
British Columhia thev have found a way
to overcome that Aiffienlty. They oecupy
practically the same position in the Da-
minion of Canada as Western Australia
does in the Commonwealth. Strange to say,
the ratio of trade hetween British Colum-
hin and the rest of Canada is at the rate of
25 tn one against British Columbia. where-
az in our State. as against the TEasztern
States, the ratio is about 9 to 1 against us.
But the British Columbians are determinedd
that that state of affairs shall not continue
with them. Ther are in the same position
as we are; they are in the federation
whether they like it or not: but this is the
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proposal they are putting up and it is the
proposal 1 think wil]l be practicable in this
State so0 long az we remain in the federa-
tion. T have lere an article from the
“Christian Scienee Monitor,”” which is ae-
cepted as an authority on most gnestions,
heing a most reliable journal published in
the United Stales. Tt savs:—

This State might well profit by the example
of Rritish Columbia, which is, aceording to
the ‘‘Christinn Scienece Mouitor,”* preparing
to buy manufactured articles in large quanti-
ties from foreign countries instead of purechas.
ing them in eastern Canadia. This was indieated
recently in the RBritish Columbia Legislature.
The plan ontlined provides for the cstallish-
ment of a large provincinl govermnent import-
ing and exporting corporation. This corpora-
tion wauld buy up a large quantity of British
Columbia product, like lumber, and barter it
with a foreign eompany for same manufactured
article, such as motar cars, which the Provineg
now buys in castern Canada. The corporation
would pay the duty on the imported article and
then sell it, without profit te dealers and
through them to the publie. This would achieve
the double purpose of making British Colum-
hinan goods saleable on n large seale in foreign
countries who would buy them if thex could
pay for them in their own goods, and of show-
ing eastern Canadian manufacturing interests
fhat the Provinee eanmnot continue to operate
on the present ceonomic basis. TRritish Colum-
bia 15 buying 25 times a® muech in eastern Can-
ada as it sells there, while it must sell its own
produets in the unproteected world market.

Iz that not an absolute parallel with the
pozition we oecupy in  the foderation of
Australia? I am sure that under the sug-
gested wing of the Economie Couneil, some-
thing of a similar nature eould be evolved.

My. North: Ts this in foree now?

Mr, BOYLE: Tt is now before the British
Columbian Legislature, and appears to me
to he a workahle seheme, We are tied
to the Eastern States through the tariff, and
we are the dumpine ground for them. They
sell us £9,000,000 worth of their moods an-
nually and only take from us in return
£1,000,000 worth. That is a position that
cannot last. As far as  Germany is con-
cerned, when T was in Melbourne a little
while haek. T interviewed the Consul for
Germany and he had the same complaint to
make that we were expeeting Germany fo
huy from us while we took a verv small pro-
portion, about one-eizhth, from his conntry.
The propnsed wing of the Eronomie Couneil
could examine the position in all its phases.
and T am sure that nothine but goad wonld
resnlt. Reverting to the Philippine Tslands.
stranee to sav, the meat econtract for the
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American Army there is held by the Japan-
ese. They competed with us to secure that
contract, and it shows that the necessity for
a co-ordinated scheme is absolutely apparent.
Last year Vietoria sent 70 per cent. of her
wheat to Japan. We must look to the East
for our markets. It iy said that we eun
produce any amount of wheat if we can
get a sufficiently high Australian price for
it and dump the balance on the markets
of the world. But if is the greatest fallaey
to imagine that other parts of the world
will take it from ws if we take nothing frem
them. The only eivilised State thai has not
a [aw agninst the importation of our whent
is the black republic of San Domingo in
South America. We cannot get nations to
allow their own agricaltural industries to be
submerged, nor have we any desire to go
back to the 1929-30 year, when we dumped
wheat into China at £4 a ton, and undersold
Chinese rice whieh was £8 per ton. What
a position for wheat farmers in a eivi-
lised community to be in, dumping
our produet under ecost of production
inte a country the people of which
we industrially despise! The suggested
committee conld at least collect neces-
sary data, I have nothing further
to say bevond reiterating and emphasising
the faet that as far as the wheat belt of
Western Aunstralia is concerned, and parti-
cularly the central wheat belt, the position
is serious. T camnot over-emphasise that.
It is essentinl for the Government to pre-
pare for a calamity that I think is facing
ns. T am usnally of an optimistic nature—
I would not he here otherwise—but I do
urge upon the Government to view this mat-
ter gerionsly.

Mr. Lambert: Your eleetors were optinis-
tie.

Mre. BOYLE: My clectors to-day are not;
they arve very depressed. The price of wheat
is higher than it has heen for five years and
to-day they have no wheat to sell. The price
has increased at the end of the season when
most of the wheat has gone. The wheat
position at present is the hest since 1928,
and here we are faced with very little pro-
duet with which to take advantage of Lhe
price. T sympathise with the Government
in their havd luek, and T sympathise with
this House and the people of the State. Tn
the At. Marshall and Avon clectorates the
farmers will consider that they have had a
satisfactory return if the yield gives them
seven bushels to the acre. That is a most
deplorable posilion for us to have to face.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MR. MOLONEY (Subiaco} [5.52]: I.was
pleased to hear the sentiments expressed Ly
the hon. member who has just resumed his
seat, particularly his concluding remarks in
which he referred to the difficult position
the Govermment have had to face. It was
pleasing to me to hear such a statement com-
g from the other side of the House. In
the conrse of the debate on the Budget, we
have heard a eonsiderable amount of eriti-
cism, some of it delivered with petulance.
It was pleasing to learn that in the past our
wheat was able to compete with that from
other parts of the world, but, examining
some of the statisties relnting to the farm-
ing industry in Western Australia, J must
eonfess to having bheen staggered by the
colossal amounts of farmers’ debis outstand-
ing. When we remember that the interest
bill amounts to £3,063,000, and that, since
the present Government have been in power,
an additional £900,000 by way of interest
has piled up, and that on top of that we
have to pay £138,000 as extra interest for
the amount they have gone hehind, it will
be admitted that the position is staggering.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What is the reason
for it?

Mr. MOLONEY: It is the economic posi-
tion that eonfronts the people. It is, how-
ever, sufficient to show that there has been
no harassing of the primary producer by
the present Government. We must remem-
ber also that seven millions sterling has
gone down the sink through group settle-
ment, This alsn proves that the farming
community have received a greater measure
of assistance at the hands of the State than
has any other industry. Recently I heard
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition refer
to the need for additional assistance for the
pwichase of wire neiting., Analysing the
position again, I find that there is an amount
ot £50,000 which will have to be paid to the
Commonwealth Government for wire net-
ting.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Tt shows what they
are up against,

Mr. MOLONEY: Again, with rvegard to
group settlement, not one penny has heen
paid hy way of interest.

Mr. Thorn: That is rather exaggerated.

AMr. MOLONEY : It was a statement made
by the Minister for Lands,

Hon. €. G. Latham: When did he make
that statement?

Mr. MOLONEY: He said that not one
penny pieee had heen received by way of
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interest, and that all the interest, if there
had been any paid, amounted to very little.
Irrespective of group settlements and the
amount the wheat farmer owes the State,
this, too, in spite of the assistance given in
various directions, particularly by way of
cheap carringe of fertilisers, we are told
that no assistance has heen given to that
section of the community. I began to be-
lieve that until T went throvgh the figures
and found what the position really was.
At the same time I am not averse to assist-
ing the farmers, and I only want to em-
phasise that the primary producers of this
State have reecived a great measure of help.

Mr. Thorn: Every worker in this State
" benefits by the activities of the farming
community, and you know it.

Mr. MOLONEY : I am not saying that the
furming community are not a necessary
asset, Indirectly cach person is a cog in
the wheel of the economic structure and I
am merely pointing out that we hear, in
season and ouf of season, what the Govern-
ment are doing for the farmers, and figures
are paraded before us.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And they sell iheir
wheat 50 per eent. lower than the cost of
production.

Mr. MOLONEY: To-day every man,
woman and child is contributing towards the
exchange by which the farmers bencfit.

Mr. Patrick: That is a silly statement.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. MOLONEY: I am only too pleased
to be corrected, hut I have vet to learn that
the hon. member can show otherwise than
that the primary producer is reaping a bene-
fit as a result of the exchange.

Mr. Patrick: What is responsible for the
exchange?

Mr. MOLONEY : We are always told the
adverse trade balance,

Mr, Thorn: It should be higher, too,
according to the low prices.

Mr. MOLONEY : No doubt the hon. mem-
ber considers that there should be an abso-
lute monopoly, as there is in connection with
dried fruits.

Mr. Thorn:
now,

Mr, MOLONEY : Xow we find Opposition
members accusing the present Government
of every ¢rime in the calendar. The other
night the member for Nedlands (Hon. X.
Keenan) took the Government to task with
regard fo the finaneial emergency legisla-
tion. Opposition members, when they were
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in power, sponsored the original legislation
that was introduced in this Chamber in 1931.
Those members, including the member for
Nedlands, had no qualms in imposing bur-
dens unpon those respecting whom they ave
so solicitous now, They pgave legislative
effect to the Premiers’ Plan, and went fur-
ther than any other State by their action
in attacking private employees. There was
no word of protest then from the member
for Nedlands or from any other member at
present sitting on the Opposition side of
the House, although they were in power at
the thme. We can remember the aetion that.
was taken by the unions in order to test
their position. Following upon an Avbitya-
tion Court decision, the umions briefed the
menther for XNedlands to deal with the
appeal in the Full Court, the objeet of
which was to test the common rule decision
of the Arbitration Court. The member for
Nedlands knew all about the position, bat
there was not one word ol protest in the
House regarding the iniguity of the Finan-
cial Emergeney Act.  On the other hand,
anyone who reads “llansard” will know
that members of the Labour Party, time and
again, pointed out the iniquity of the legis-
Iation, and cmphasised the fact that West-
ern Australia was the only State to imple-
ment the Plan on the lines adopled by this
State. I ean eite an instanee to illustrate
to members what was the effect of that Aet.
A man who was not a bricklayer but merely
a labourer, was employed in the construe-
tion of a manhole on behalf of the Perth
City Conneil. The only body that could eite
a case against him in the Arbitration Court
was the Perth City Council, and when that
action was taken, the Couneil seenred relief

under the Act. The decision respecting
that man applied automatically to every
bricklayer throvughout Western Australia,

whether be worked under an award or not.
The unians hriefed the member for Ned-
lands to appear in the Full Court in sup-
port of their appeal against the decision in
that man’s case being made a common rule
in the industry. Despite bis knowledge of
the position, did the memher for Nedlands
raise his voice in protest on the floor of this
Tlonse? During the course of the Premier's
remarks, it was pointed out that it re-
quired merely a small amendment to deal
with the common rule position, but did the
member for Nedlands, who knew that that
was Lhe position, endeavour te foree the
Government, of which he was at one time
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a member, to pass sueh a small amendment?
Of course he did not. He did not raise
his voiee against it at all. And yet the
other night he was so solicitous about the
underdog; in faet, so solicitous was he that
his voice broke with emotion. When the
" Premier and I interjected during the coursz
of his remarks, the member for Nedlands
hecame petulant as usual, swept us aside
and said that we were talking nonsense. In
fact, the member for Nedlands scems bo get
irritated and peeved if any member =0
far transgresses as to indieate that the
member for Nedlands is incorrect.- He s
the member who knew of this absolute in-
juslice under the Financial Emergency Aet,
hut when he makes charges against the pre-
senit Government, he must remember that he,
together with other metbers of the Oppo-
sition, must aceept responsibility for what
transpired in the past. Presumably he
thinks that the time is ripe to bring this
point before the notice of the people. There
is an elsction looniing, and it will be nice
for members to read from the platform the
apeeches they made in Parliament in which
they drew the attention of the Premier to
the faet that his recognition of the iniguity
was tardy.

Hon, P. ). Fergnson: Now we know why
you are talking in this strain.

‘Mr. MOLOXEY: Members ean  look
throngh the columns of “ITansard” and
see what members of the present Govern-
ment had to say regarding the iniquity of
the Tegislaiion when it was presented to
Parliament. Tt is uscless "for Opposition
members to endeavour to draw a red-her-
ring across the trail by pointing out that
the. Premiers’ Plan was sponsored by Mr.
Seullin and Mr. Theodore. That sort of
talk will ent no iee with the people. That
will not blind them to the fact that Opposi-
tion members, when their party were in
power, tald them it was n matter of
national neecssity that the State should
compel ecvery man and woman em-
ployed privately or otherwise to have
theie wages or salaries reduced, and it was
their Government that dictated to and told
the Arbhitration Cowmt to adopt a ecertain
course. On the 17th September last, the
Leader of the Oppostion, when dealing with
the Budget, said:—

- Wo therefore gave power to the employers
to approach the court, and we instructed that

~apurt by Act of Parlinment what it should take
into consideration.
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It will be seen that the Mitchell Govern-
ment, by an Act of Parliament, instructed
the vourt what to de. That was done hy
mentbers of this House, who state always
that they will not interfere with the Arn-
tration Court. Thus the present Leader of
the Opposition, and also the Leader of the
National Party, must accept their share of
guilt in this matter. They cven refused the
President of the Arbitration Court the right
of appeal fo the Full Court against such
an iniquity. The President of the Arbitra-
tion Court was so incensed at the action of
the Government that he wanted the right
of appeal to the Iigh Court, but the Gov-
ernment of the day would not allow that
to be done. As a eonsequence of the eom- -
mon rule that was established under the
Financial Emergency Act, it meant that the
man who was bhailding the Commonwealth
Bank was able to impose a eut on the wages
of the men who were engaged in that big
undertaking. As a matter of fact, the Act
allowed the employers to do just as they
liked. Tt was merely a case of walking into
the Arbitration Court, the employers’ ad-
voeate putting up the request, and stressing
the national emergeney: the unions had fo
accept an adverse decision, because they
conld not put up a ease against that plea.
Tt was merely for the employer to walk into
the ecourt and get what he desived.

Mr. North: You will remember that the
memher for Nedlands attacked the Cabinet
at the time, so there was some protest.

Mr. MOLONEY : Bat it was not on this
point. The member for Nedlands claimed
that the present Government had nn plan
and that they were merely drifting along,
borrowing as much money as they ecould.
On the other hand, we find that, comparing
the 1Mitchell Government’s last {hree years
with the three vears the present Govern-
ment have heen in office. there is a differ
ence of anly £144,000. On the strength of
that, we are told the Labour Government
are heading the State for disaster. Despite
the fact that millions of pounds have been
made available for the assistance of pri-
mary prodocers, the Opposition are the
people who are always telling us that the
present Administration are a spend-thrift
Government, who are getting too much
meney.  The Mitehell Government could not
get sufficient to enable them to carrv on.
Despite that fact, thev told the people that
if n Labour Government were returned to
power, confidence would he Iacking on the
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part of Capital. Let us contrast the finan-
cial experience of the two Governments and
see how they pan out. In the first year I
will deal with, 1930-31, the deficit was
£1,420,000. In the next year, 1931-32, the
deficit rose to £1,555,000, and in the third
vear, 1932-33, it dropped to £864,000. What
a wonderful record! Then again in those
dgys there were 14,000 men unemployed or
working part time. Over 5,000 were not
doing a hand’s turn, for they could not get a
day¥’s work anywhere. Then the member for
Nedlands sugygests that the present Govern-
ment had no plan. In those days the member
for Nedlands was a member of the Govern-
ment, Ie knew that disaster was loom-
ing ahcad and he deserted his eolleagues.
His protest was not on behalf of the down-
trodden worker and his iniguitous treat-
ment under the Finaneial Emergency Act;
he took that step merely beeause he eould
not see eye io eye with his colleagnes in
the Government regarding the State Sav-
ings Bank diffieulty. What attitude did
the member for Nedlands adopt when he
was a Minister of the Crown? The mem-
ber for North-East Fremantle (Mr. Ton-
kin} told us the other evening liow he had
favoured the inspectors at the expenze of
the lower-paid teachers, and how he had
deprived them of their long-serviee leave.
Yet we witnessed the member for Nedlands
almost weeping with emotion when he told
us how he felt for the widows.

Mr. Cross: His were crocodile tears.

Mr. Thorn: What ahout saying some-
thing about the Budget?

Alr. MOLONEY : In due course 1 shall do
so. [ have already dealt with the Mitchell
Government's deficits, Let me now indi-
cate to the Committee what the present
Government have done. Let members see
if the Labour Government have improved
the position, despite the prediction of the
dire peril that confronted the people if
Labour were returned to power.

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MOLONEY : It must be apparent to
the meanest intelligence that the eompari-
son I was drawing before tea wns to the ad-
vantage of the present Government. The
financial administration of the previous
Government was indeed an appalling record.
Notwithstanding that they received so mnch
mmency, the slipshod manner in which they
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expended it and the wmepiitude which char-
acterised them left litile cause to wonder
that the eclectors gave a verdiet so over-
whelmingly in favour of the Labour Party.
I mentioned the colossal amount of
£34,000,000 whichk the Royal Commission
said represented the amount of the farmers’
debts. Out of that total a smm of
£16,500,000 is owing to the Agricultural
Bank; liens represent over £996,000 and
water rates £150,000. Ti strikes me that the
farmoers were on an exceedingly good wicket
while previous Governments held office.

Mr. Thorn: Not balf so good as the
people of the city.

AMr. MOLONEY: That the people of the
city receive the solicitude of the hon. mem-
her was reflected in the Finaneial Emergeney
Act and in his attitude since that Act came
into operation. I have only to recall the
occasion when the present Government de-
sired to amend the Act ond raised the inei-
dence of the tax to make it apply to people
receiving £3 12s. a week. The previons Gov-
ernment thought fit to apply the Aet to any
married man who earned over £2 a week.
Just what the solicitnde of the Opposition
for those on the lower rungs of the ladder
is worth may be gleaned from their attitude
to our proposal to raise the amount to £3
12s. We desired that single men, instead
of heing taxed on whalever small amounts
they earned, as they were previously, should
e charged on a minimum of £2 o week, but
the Opposition were adamant and the Gov-
ernment had to compromise hy agreeing to
30s. -The present Governmenk have cer-
tainly been actnated by a desire to relieve
the people on the bottom rung of the lad-
der. Let me recall the remarks of the mem-
ber fgr Nedlands (Hon. N. Keenan) when
we endeavoured to abolish the flat rate of
tax that oppressed the people who earned
the smallest amount., Even the little servant
airl eame within the scope of that taxation.
When we desired to grant relief by impos-
ing a tax of 4d. on those earning more than
the basic wage and 9d. on those receiving
£293 3 vear, the member for Nedlands waxed
eloquent in his opposition to the measnre,
deseribing it as iniquitous. Verification of
my remarks ean be found in “Hansard.” 1
told the hon. member that even though I
was mueh poorer than he, T would weleome
the lifting of the burden ofi those on the
hottom rung and the placing of it on those
better able to bear it. -



Mr. McDonald: We did not require men
to pay 25s. to join the AW.U.

Mr. MOLONEY: The hon. member be-
longs to a more exclusive organisabion than
the A.W.U, one to which the payment of
25s. would not give admittance. Tt is
one of the closest corporations in the
world, an organisation buttressed by privi-
lege, and he should be the last to throw
stones at the honest, common tioilers who
comprise the A.W.U.

Mv. Sampson: You are prolesting tvo
much.

Mr. MOLONEY : The previous Govern-
ment, which included the present Leader of
the Opposition and some of those associated
with  him, reduced salaries and wages
throngh the medinm of the Finanecial Tmer-
gency Act.

FHon. C. G. Latham: We were concerned
to make the money go arvound amongst the
rreatest number,

Mr. MOLONEY: Let us examine the
motive that actuated the present Leader of
the Opposition at that time. In making
lis memorable policy speech at York in
1933, he announced his intention te review
Ihe Arbitration Act, and then proceeded to
specify what he meant. He said that the
Federal hasic wage, as it applied to this
State, should be adopted.

Ton. C. G. Tatham: That statement is
not eorrect. 1 have alrendy eorreeted if.
That was propaganda issned by the Trades
and Labour Conncil.

Mr. MOLONEY: An extract from the
“Primary Producer” is vather illuminating.
Ay that paper is the official organ of the
primary producers, no douht its statement
ran be aecepted.

Mr. Thorn: Have you gat it therc?

Mr. MOLONEY : T have the words used
by the hon. member. There is no question
{hat he meant what he said. Ii took him
a considerable time to rebut the statement.
I do not think he realised the importance
of 1t until after the die had bheen east.

Hon. C. ¢. Latham: As a malfer of faet,
T gave the public credit for more common-
-onse than to believe your propaganda.

Mr. MOLONEY : It seems like a death-
bed repentance for the hon. member to
endeavour to eontrovert what was said in
1933.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I never put men in
gaol beeause they teld a lie in order to
get work. Tell us something about that.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MOLONEY: I will tell the hon.
member what his Government did. The
member for Nedlands appeared fo be very
solicitous for the welfare of the youth of
the State. I have yet to learn that he
has ever done anything to implement his
desire to that end. The Government of
which he was a member had no compune-
tion in dismissing 50¢ young men from the
Railway Department. That indicates the
extent of their solicitude for the younth of
the country. Immediately those cmployees
reached the age of 21, they were put off.
The Secretary of the Railway Fmpluvees’
Union and others could give information
under that heading, if members desire it.
I speak feelingly regarding the youth of
this State. I have been associated with
movements affecting the vouth of the
country for many years. At present I am
a member of the Building Trades’ Appren-
ticeship Board, who view the existing posi-
tion with great concern. The Government,
as an carnest of their desire to improve
apprenticeship conditions and make them
as elastie as possible, have put into oper-
ation the Apprenticeship Board, which is
one of the finest systems in the world. That
the member for Nedlands was merely in-
dulging in lip service was elearly exempli-
fied by the dismissal of 580 voung men
from the Railway Department, and it shows
how much importanece should be atiached
to his statement abont safegunrding the
interests of the youth.

Mr. North: Did not you guote the deficits
of the previous Government?

My, MOLONEY: Yes, and T was stag-
gered at their magnitude, hut despite their
praportions, the sole policy of the Govern-
ment was vretrenchment. Nothing was
done; it was a poliey of mark time. Build-
ings deteriorated; railwavs deteriorated;
evervwhere men were idle. No fewer than
5,000 men were unable to find work, while
those men who were emploved were mainly
engaged in unproductive work. Buildings
generally were in a lamentable state. 1
was greatly concerned to sce how the Iar-
liamentary buildings were being alloweil {o
deteriorate. I raised the point with {he
present Government, and the result was
that almoest overnight brieks appeared and
men were busy renovating the bnildin;r.
At Blackboy Hill the Mitchell Governmant
raised a monument to their own ineptitude.
They established a camp, not with any iden
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of training firoops for Abyssinia or
clsewhere, but to house a thousand unem-
ployed. The men housed there engage:l
in no work of a productive character; they
just lived in idlencss and became demoral-
ised.

Hon, €. G. Latham: Surely you do not
suggest that you object to their having
been given a roof over their heads.

Mr. MOLOXEY : I ohject to the policy
which allowed men to live there in idleness
whilst the State deficits were piling up.
No work of a reproductive nature was heing
carried out. It is not a matter of the money
but of what is done wiih it. The previous
Government piled up a deficit of 114 million
and produced nothing to show for it. At
Hovea G600 men were employed in cutting
wood. The Government only marked time.
The member for Nedlands and the Leader
of the Opposition castigated the present
Government.  The member for XNedlands
said, “Where is your plan. This Govern-
ment is doomed to destruction, The coun-
try is going on the rocks; destruction is
ahead.” The first speech I heard him de-
liver was on the same lines. He has never
departed from that dismal attilude, exeept
that on this occasion there was more ran-
cour, spleen and vituperation in his remarks
than heretofore. He was not prepared to
give the Government credit for anything,

Mr. Thorn: You seem to he working your-
self into a fury.

Mr. MOLONEY: I am solaced by the
knowledge of what the present Government
have done. The previous Government
adopted a policy of following the line of
least vesistance. They cut wages, interfered
with the Avbitration Court, and placed the
unemployed in concentration camps.

Mr. North: And yet you say the deficits
were too high.

My. MOLONEY : Those men could have
been employed on works of a reproductive
nature, as they are fo-day. The present
Government have found work for the un-
employed. In Subiaco there were 500 men
who could not zet work when I first went
to see them, and to-day there are only 40
who are mostly unemployable. Seeing that
the previons Government were piling up de-
ficits all the time, they should have given
the men useful employment. Immediately
the present Gorernment came into office, the
Minister for Employment closed all the
camps, and stopped the subsidised road
boards from exploifing sustenance men.
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The eamps disappearcd und the men were
pui on to useful work. They regained their
manhood and are now working for that
which they reccive. That is a tribute to the
Minster for Employment, and yet the de-
ficit has not mounted up. The last deficit
was £167,000, compared with £1,558,000 in
the seeond year of the Mitchell Govern-
ment’s administration. The present Gov-
ernment have spent £83,00¢ on the rebabili-
tation of publie buildings and a like sum
or new buildings that were in course of
erection. The railways have been rehabili-
tated and staffs have heen augmented,

Mr. North: Youn are starting your bar-
rage early.

Mr, MOLONEY : Tu lus report the Public
Service Commissioner says that things have
become so good that he is augmenting the
Public Service. These facts are incontro-
vertible. It is all very well for members
opposite to langh, jeer and ridicule, Those
things will never detract from the merits
of the case as I am presenting it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: “Although I says
it.”?

Mr. MOLONEY: The present Govern-
ment are restoring lo the workers all the
cuts from the 1lst January next.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Who are the
workers?
Mr. MOLONEY: Every person who

comes within the ambit of the Financial
Emergency Act,

Hon. C. G. Latham: Who comes under it
to-day?

Mr. MOLONEY: Those who are under
it will have their cuts restored.

Hon, C, G. Latham: A few eivil servants.

Mr, MOLONEY: There is contention im—
mediately the Government talk about re-
storing the cuts.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Who is objecting ?

Mr. MOLONEY: What did the member
for Nediands say when we wished to
restore the cufts on a previous oeeasion?
Hg _Was opposed to any person re
cerving more than the basie wage if
there was one unemployed man left in
thq State. The wages standard has been
built up in the last 30 ¢r 40 years,
If there is to be no redress for those who
have had the axe applied to their incomes,
we shall never get anywhere, It would e
used as an exeuse on every occasion. Ag-
cording to the argument of the member for
Nedlands, our hands must be tied, and we
must nat restore the cuts to the workers so
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long as there are any unemployed left. The
cuts, however, will be restored. It has
been said that the Premier declared that
to be his policy if he was returned to office.
On the other hand, Hon. J. J. Holmes in
another place, a member who cannot bhe
called an ardent democrat, or an enthusi-
astic admirer of the Government, declared
that the Premier stated he would, if re-
turned, take the first opportunity to make
drastic alterations in the situation. In
1933 the Premier, speaking at Boulder, said
lis policy would be a three-years’ policy,
and that it was not possible to achieve
everything in one year. He had a well-
ordered plan. We now find  the consnm-
mation of our desires, namely, the restora-
tion of the cuts. The previous Government
interfered with the Arbitration Court con-
cerning the fixation of the hasie wage on a
falling market. They instituted the system
of quarterly adjusiments, so that as goods
fell in price, wages could he adjusted ae-
cordingly every quarter. They did that de-
spite protests from the workers. The previous
Government also made the workers work 48
hours a week for the same wages as when
they worked 44 hours a week. These are
some of the doings of the previous Govern-
ment who expressed so much solicitude for
the workers. Every person of intelligence
will realise that these things ave consistent
with the attitude of members opposite. The
present Government have lived up to all
their promises. It was part of their plan
that the cots should be restored. Every
matter has been dealt with as 6ecasion has
offered. As a result of the transport legis-
lation, there has been a co-ordination of
trantpo-t activities, and the Railway De-
partraent is functioning in the intevests of
the people. There has heen very little frie-
tion in directions where the Opposition
prophesied it would happen. It is pleasing
to find that the restrained optimism of the
Premier is characteristic of the Govern-
ment. They are moving forward and are
implementing those things for which we
stand. Whilst we are part of the economie
system, and are subject to the dictates of
finaneial institutions, there is no royal road
to emancipation. The wemher for Clare-
mont said these matters will have to he re-
medied before there can he any real pro-
gress of the people. The Government are
doing everything possible for the State. T
thank members for a patient hearing, and T
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trust members opposite will realise that the
fuestions to which I have referred are in-
deed part and parcel of the policy of the
present Government.,

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) {7.55]: The
Premier sef out to show that his optimism
was restrained, but the member for Subiaco
cannot be aceused of restraint. There was
nothing restrained about his remarks.

Mr. Moloney: I gave the facts.

Ar. J. H. SMITH: The speech he made
was similar to that which he delivered at
Subiaco three years ago. He will require
to have something fresh for the eclectors
uext time.  His remarks were a mass of in-
eonsistencies.  He blamed the previous Gov-
crnment for piling up large deficits, and
rompared their record of three years with
the record of the present Government. When
the depression hit this countrv it affected
everyone. Evervihing was in turmoil. There
was no organisation, and the Government
liad to feed the people and open eamps for
the wunemployed. The ecamps placed a
roof over the heads of those people, but the
cxpenditure meant adding fo the numount of
the deficit.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The =ame thing
happened in every State.

Mr. J. H. SMITIL: In New South Wales,
at the time when Mr. Lang was Premier,
the deficit rose to eight or ten millions in
one year. The member for Subiaco helittled
the part the people outhack plaved. He
seems to delight in broadeasting the stafe-
ment that our farmers owe the country 33
millions. Where would he be hut for the
man outhack, the man who faced all kinds
of privations to build up this great city, the
railway serviges, and all those things we have
to-day? I think the hon. member was only
trying to put something over the Opposi-
tion, who, for the wmost part, represent
country clectorates, lest one of them should
intend to contest the Bubiaco seat. He has
endeavoured to helittle the man on the land
by referring fo this debt.

Mz, Thorn: I de not think he was serious.

Mr. J, . SMITH: When a Labour rep-
resentative contests a country electorate, he
will say, “What sort of sympathy ¢an vou
expeet from country electorates when yon
have a eily representative saying that
sort of thing?’ The hon. member attacked
the memher for Nedlands and the Teader
of the Opposition, who, however, ean take
their own part. Still, 1 do regret that the
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hon. member went out of his way to belittle
the people on the land, and merely on the
score of their debts. The entire depression
i1s due to the fall in prices.  While the
people on the land are doing well, every-
one in the State is doing well. While sea-
sons are good and prices are good, the bene-
fit i5 reilected throughout the country. |1
shall uot draw a comparison between the
farmers and the men in unions, whose wages
and conditions are based on Arbitration
Court awards baving regard to a standard
of living. Unionists enjoy those advantages
while the people on the land are starving.
The Treasurer, in introducing the Budget,
sail he spoke with “‘restrained optimisin”
I am prepared to admit this is a good Bud-
get, one of the best submitted for many
years. The Treasurer has reason for opti-
mism, even il restrained. 1 for one believe
that in a sense we are turning the corner.
The Treasurer, however, forgot to tell us
how greatly improved is the condition of
the finances. About three years ago we were
told from the hustings that the previous
Government were to blame for the deficits
anil the finaneial position, and that a Labour
Administration would reduce taxalion.
Analysing the present Budget we find that
taxation has been increased by nearly
£350,000. Money has been borrowed by the
present Government all through the piece
for the purpese of giving employment. On
top of increased taxation of ncarly £350,000,
the Treasurer has a TFederal grant of
£200,000, making a total additional revenue
of £550,000, Trom that aspect the Treas-
urer need not be restrained in his optimism
heneetorth. Now I come to the restoration of
wage and salary cuts. In my opinion those
cuts should never have been made. Neither
should Arbitration Court awards have been
interfered with to the extent of that
well-known 10 per cent. T even erossed
the floor to vote against the then Govern-
ment on the question of wage and salary
cuts and the 10 per cent. reduction. The
proposal was carried on the vote of the
then Acting Speaker, who sat for Subiaco.
I am pleased that the Treasurer has seen
fit even at this late hour, in a sort of
death-bed repentance, to restore the cuts.
However, three years ago we were told
that a Labour Administration would re-
duce taxation, and that the emergency cuts,
upon whieh the previous Government were
defeated at the polls, would be abolished,
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Those statements were made by the present
Premier in my home town of DBridgetown.
The hon. gentleman said that the dastardiy
tax of 415d. in the pound would be ahol-
ished. He spoke similarly throughout the
country. I told the previous Government
in this Chamber that by introducing emcr-
gency taxation in November they were
eommitting politieal suicide. Still, the
present Treasurer and his Ministers I'ound
that money had to come in. Emergeney
tuxation was returning about £125,000 per
annum, and the yield has increased sinee
then, It is now bringing in about £600,00¢
annually.  And that is emergency taxa-
tion which was to have been abolished by
a Labour Administration! Our friends
opposite will find great difliculty in per-
suading the people to believe, when election
time comes round in April, that the
Labour Government have lived up to their
obligations. They have not done so one
iota as regards that taxation. The mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Moloney) will have to
tind another hattle-ery for the next elee-
tion, because the old ery will no longer
du. Asg regards railways and improvements
to them, I am one of those who believe
that rallways should still be built. As.
mentioned by the member for Subiaco, the-
Commissioner of Railways has had to dis-
pense with many employees under the age
of 21 years, owing to the depression. The
depregsion has had a similar effeet in all
countries. There is no use in constructing-
roads in our South-West; the hanlage is
too heavy, and this applies partieularly to-
timber haulage. I am glad to note that-
the timber industry has improved preatly..
This improvement means that morz rail-
ways must be built in the Sonth-VWest.
Various new lines have been promised for
the opening up of that vast tract of coun-
try, There ave three railways urgeutly
needed. A line from Boyup Braok to Cran-
brook is one of them. Thanks to the Gov-
croment of the day, subsidised motor
transport is available in that districl. At
the other end of my electorate, where
there is no timber to contend, with,
transport might be snitable; a few
miles from Boyup Brook and for abont
30 miles there is some of the finest jar-
rak forest in the eountry, and a railway is
an absolute necessity there, a railway eanp-
able of dealing with heavy traffic Lo which
roads will not stand up. Another railwav
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peeded is one to serve the port of Albany,
which line was approved here about 10 or
11 years ago but has not yet been built.
We were pleased when the Government of
the day approved of surveying the routes
and authorising the construction of -the
railways I have mentioned. Then there is
a railway from Manjimup to a point a
littls south of Mi. Barker, which would
open up a vast tract of country, including
some of the finest forest in Western Aus-
tralia, That would give to Albany from
Manjimup soutlwrard the natural trade of
the port. Two yenrs ago I approached the
then Minister for Works, Mr. MeCallun
and asked him to build a read linking up
with the Frankland River. The member
for Subiaco has said that the last Gov-
ernment squandered public money. The
present Government have had many men
cngaged, at a cost of thousands of pounds,
building roads from 3Alt. Barker to the
Frankland River and clearing the land for
future settlement. The land that has been
cleared there will all go back {o a state
of nature. And nearly a thousand men
were working there. When another Admnin-
istration takes the place of the present
Government, I will recommend the putting-
through of a road in that distriet, if the
railway eannot be built. Then there is the
question of continuing the railway from
Northeliffe to link up with the Walpole
seftlement. I remember the Albany Chai-
ber of Commerce inviting members of Par-
liament to that town to discuss the prob-
lem. Our friends of the ¢ West Ausira-
lian'’ said it would be madness to build
the railway, and illuminated their argu-
ments hy quoting the earnings of the line
between Frankland River and Albany. But
that comparison is not quite just. 1f the
proposed line were built, it would also open
up o vast timber traet, which, in conjune-
tton with settlement, would make the line
payable. The Walpole settlement requives
railway communication, and the smme re-
mark applies to the wet areas in which road
transport is impracticable. While on the
question of railways, let me mention a
work which T have advocated many times.
I have recommended it to the present Gov-
erpment and also to their predecessors.
That is regrading the line in the hilly coun-
try between Donnybrook and Pemberion.
Ifad that work been done years ago, it
would have paid for itself by now. The
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journey from Bridgetown to Perth takes
12 hours, and that from Pemberton to Perth
about 16 hours, This fact shows that money
spent on the regrading I have suggested
would be money well spent—money better
gpent fhan that applied to clearing land on
the Frankland River and making unneces-
sary roads there. I commend my suggestion
as regards regrading to the Minister for
Works. The mezmber for Collie (Mr. Wil-
son) could tell the Committee what a hoon
the small regrading done on the Collie line
has proved, and the grade there is practie-
afly the same as that at my cod of the
counfry. Years ago I commented on the
building of roads parallel with railway lines.
I said then that we were making our high-
ways competitors with our railways. That
has proved to be so, and a Staic Transport
Board had to be constituted. The board
having relinguished the railways, the Rail-
way Department is now in its old position
and should provide proper facilities for the
people using the lines. Until that is done,
the Railway Department will never get the
passenger and goods traffic it should have.
Goods lraffic and passenger traffic should
be separated. Passengers should not be
bumped from one ¢nd of the compartment to
the other on mixed trains. Let the goods
traffic be carried separately from the pas-
sengers. AL Manjimup, one of the most
progressive areas in Western Australia, and
ong whose population is increasing by leaps
and hounds, there is no railway station;
there are no facilities for getting on and off
trains. That is a matter which should be
attended to immediately. Let a railway
station be built at Manjimup without delay.
Residents have to walk across three or four
sets of rails while a mill train is shuntinyg,
and someone is likely to be killed there.
On the question of education, it seems fo me
unfair that members should always have
to complain. We have a partieularly good
Minister for Edueation, though a great
deal of money is being spent in the metro-
politan area. This criticism may not sait the
member for Subiaco and others who, like
him, consider that not ¢nough is being spent
on schools in the mefropolitan area. For
my part I would like to see more atfention
given to schools in the country districts,
more especially to schools in the wet coun-
try, where shelier sheds are an absolnie
necessity. A school at Manjimup has been
promised for many years., We were success-
ful in getting a former Minister for Educa-
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tion, the late Mr. T. A, L. Davy, to agree
to build a school, but unfortunately the
parents and citizens’ assoeiation opposed its
being built of wood instead of brick, and so
we have not got that school yet, although
a start has been made with a classroom. I
hope gibe present Minister for Education
will see his way clear to complete the
building of that school in the near fu-
ture and so earry out the promise made by
the late Mr. Davy. I am sorry the member
for Forrest (Miss Holman) is not present
to-night, but in her absence I will be careful
not to criticise her very much. The other
night she said I was .supposed to have =z
‘great .deal of svmpathy with the timber
hewers, but that I had nol expressed my
sympathy by supporting her Bill when it
was hefore the House. T had good reasons
for declining to support it, becaunse to my
mind it di¢ not meet the situation. 1t was
propoesed to put the timber hewers under
the Arbitration Court. But everyone who
knows anything of the industry is fuolly
aware that it is impossible to fix a rate for
timber hewers, It all depends upen the
nature of the bush. A man could make a
good living in one locality at a price of
about £2 8s. per load, whereas in another
tocality that same price would spell star-
vation for him. In some of the areas that
are now open it 15 impossible to hew the
timber. Recently I gave an illustration
here, showing that one of our best cutters
bad to fall seven marked trees to get two
sleepers. As I have said, it is a question
for a board of reference. We must have a
board of reference selected from men in the
industry who know the conditions and who
could equitably fix the rate of cutting. To-
day the men arc hewing sleepers at £3 12s.
6d. a load. The recognised award for hew-
ing sleeperss is £2 8s. a load, and some of
the sleepers have to be carted for 30 miles,
and the eutters have to pay up fo 29s. 64.
per load royalty. Someone is going
short. Then they have to pay inspec-
tion fees, turning fees and loading.
The Government did reduce the turn-
ing fees and the inspection fees, it is
true, but some members will remember the
bronsh I had with the late Mr. Sead-
dan, a former Minister for Forests, in
regard to inspection fees. The previous
Government increased those inspection fees
by 150 per cent.,, and the present Govern-
ment hrought them back to what they were
before that increase was made. Touching

957

those iuspection fees, the Government are
exploiting the industry. \When the mem-
ber for Forrest asked the Premier if he
knew the Govermment wure exploiting ths
industry, the Premier said “No,” and he
pointed out that the bush was sold by
tender or public auction. When the saw-
millers reguire an area to establish a mill,
they tender so wuch for the timber, but in-
variably not more than one tender
goes in, for there scems to be an arrange-
meént made amongst the sawmillers, It is
an exception when more than one tender
zoes in, and so they get the timber at the
upset price. What do we find in the hew-
ing industry under the conirol of the
Forests Department? Legs than 12 months
ago the price was from 7s. Gd. to 15s. per
load. That was the price fixed. If & man
wanted an area on which to hew sleepers
he would go to the member for the distriet
and try to get a little area thrown open in
proximity to the town to suit the married
men, or the cuifers who have been licensed
for yeurs past. The old school is going
out, and hundreds of Yyounger men
are deprived of the right to go on
Crown lands. Bat to give those older men
work, we get an area thrown open and it
is put up for public auetion, with the re-
sult that people are out-bidding each other
ahove the upset price. Only the other day
the priee was 12s. 6d. a load and two men
got in and ecompeted against one another for
29s. 6d. a load. They are receiving £3 12s.
6d. per load on trucks. So who is going
short? Ave not the Government perpetuat-
ing this system by putting the area up by
public auction? I am drawing a compari-
son between the miller who tenders for an
area and has nobody tendering against him,
and the man hewing sleepers whose area is
put up at public auction. At Northeliffe
the other day the price was 12s. 6d. per
load and competition eame along again and
ran it up to 25s. a load. That was at
Naortheliffe, the extreme end of the South-
West, 20 miles beyond Pemberton, where the
freight is very high. That is why we should
have a board of reference and a board of
appeal. Then the price would be fixed, in-
stead of having this unfair competition and
the consequent questions put up by the
member for Forrest. We could then work
together and the board of reference could
fix the price. That is the only way in
which to pet satisfaction for the industry.
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The Premier: This is your annnal tirade,
you know.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I should not like to
say that. If my friend the Premier had been
here a little while ago he would have heard
me make out a very good case for the in-
dustry.

The Premier: Never in your life.

[Mr. Hegney look the Chair.]

Mr, J. H. SMITH: 1f the Premier takes
a pride and delight in exploiting the in-
dustry, he is welcome to it. To-day the
Government are exploiting the industry and
getting every possible penny they can out
of it, instead of arranging to have the price
fixed.

The Premier: That is an unprincipled
way of putting it.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: There is nothing un-
principled about the truth, wherever it is
told,

The Premier: We know you well.

Mr. J, H. SMITH: The Government are
vight when tbey say they have redunced
rates to the timber industry. They have re-
duced rates it is true, and the industry,
especially the saw-milling industry, has ap-
preciated it, and as a result many mills have
slarted again.

The Premier: And reduced the royaity,
too.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: How can the Premier
sit there and say that? 1 defy contradie-
tion on this subject. How can the Premier
say, “The royalty, too,” when the member
for Forrest also tells the House the royalty
on hewn sleepers bas increased by over 160
per cent.? Freights should be reduced on
a zone basis. Tt costs no more to produce
sleepers at Donnybroak or Kirup than it
does at Pemberton. To my idea, unless the
Government determine to go on exploiting
the industry the freight should be
fixed on a zone basis, evem if it be
found necessary to increase the freight
between Donnybrook and Bunbury, the port
of shipment. Now I wanl fo say a few
words about the grounp settlemenis and the
Agricnltural Bank elients, The board of
control has specialised on group settlements,
and while they are endeavouring fo work
out a policy, the settlers themselves are leav-
ing wholesale, without any ray of hope,
without any expectation for the future, ex-
cept to go on the unemployed market. If
the controlling board or ths Minister would
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make provision for £100 living allowanee
before the collection of interest, that fivst
allowance to come off the lund, I think the
proposal would be more acceptable. At least
it would be a policy, to provide £100 for
food and clothing. - They have to make pro-
vision for fertiliser, and after that welkhonld
have the interest paid in time or work done
to the equivalent of that interest.  That
would give a ray of satisfaction to the peopie
on the land. To-day we have complaints
in all directions, and members of Parlia-
ment are not allowed to take up the claims
of the settlers. In the past it was said we
interfered with the working of the Bank. But
I believe it is the duty of a member of Par-
liament to assist those people on the land
hy coming to Perth and interviewing the
Minister or the board of control, and I think
he should be allowed to do so. I do not pro-
pose to go into the whole of the pros and
cons, bnt I strongly recommend to the Min-
ister for Lands that hefore the first charge
is made for interest there should be at least
£100 allowed for food and clothing. The
member for Subiace (Mr, Moloney) to-night
attacked the Leader of the National Party
for his plea on behalf ot the youths. I am
nat going into all the ramifications of the
subject as I did on the Address-in-reply,
but T wili say that the unemployment posi-
tion throughout Western Australia is still
very acute. In the metropolitan area and
some of the country towns the conditions
have improved wonderfully and the Treas-
urer could very well delete that word “re-
strained” and say he was optimistic about
the future. We have still many nnemployed
with us: there are hundreds of snstenanec
workers in my electorate on 30s. per weeck
and I assure the Premier that it is pretty
hard for them to exist on that. But what
we are forgetting entirely are the boys and
girls who are leaving school, these who are
between the ages of 15 and 19 and some even
21 years of age. There is not a ray of hope
or sunshine in any way for them and ne
one scems to he bothering about them. What
ean we do by raising a few paltry thousand
pounds hy an appeal to the public? That
will not help. Moreover, those that can give
are not willing to give. We must find some
other selution for the problem. Last night
I attended a meeting in the Perth Town
Hall, the subject of which was the abolition
of poverty. T listened with a great deal of
interest to what took place there and I agree
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to a great extent with everything that was
said. There must be an alteration in our
existing monefary system and it has to come
very soon. We know all about the miracie
of the loaves and fishes and feeding the mul-
fitede in abundance, and 2,000 years after-
wards although we have food in abundance
we are not able to feed the starving people.
There is something radically wrong. We
read recently that Mr. Bruce at Geneva
advised all to eat more food, but we have
the spectacle of thousands of tons of foods
heing destroved every year and millions
of people remaining hungry, The Par-
liaments in Australia are ignoring the whole
question. Thev are waiting for someonc to
offer a solution, The only thing to do is
for the whole of the community to devise
wavs and means of altering the existing
monetary system which seems to he sacro-
sanct. But we arve told “It must not be
altered, it must not be interfered with in any
shape or form; we must have our boys and
zirls out of employment because we do not
know where the money is to come from.”
I do not propose to say anything further
hecause there will be other opportunities for
speaking on the items. Further, the Toan
Estimates will shortly be brought down and
I hope to find the Premier in a
generous mood when he submits those Esti-
mates. I suggest that he should demand
another million of money, not go cap in
hand for it. He has been very successful
during the last three years. I can remem-
‘ber that he wanted to write a cheque for
£100,000 and put the onus on the Federal
Government to honour it. T suggest also
that he should do something with regard
to the railways, the construction of which
has been authorised in the South-West.
He must be aware that they are badly
needed. Then again I remind him that there
is such a thing as Empire settlement and
Empire trade. I admit that 12 or 14 years
ago we made a bad bargain with the Com-
monwealth Government and the Imperial
Government and that we became loaded
with the baby. Everything was prosper-
ous for a time while the money was being
spent and the work was going on, but the
money has not been lost entirely because
there is considerable production in that
part of the State now. Again we have an
opportunity fo take part in the Empire
settlement scheme and fill our emply spaces.
No one will say that the land is not there
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and that the climate and rainfall are not
cvervthing that i3 desired. 1 suppose it
is the best growing area in any part of
Western Australin.  Not only there, but
there are opportunities for occupying onr
vast wheat lands. Tt is only through the
depression that the wheat areas are not
carrying a thriving population to-day.
What we want to do iz to encourage capi-
tal and practical farmers to the State. The
result of the migration to the South-Wes-
tern part of the State is the rearing of fami-
lies, in many instances of seven and eight
which are a credit to the State. They are
the best asset we have, Buf unless we help
them [further, they will have to look for
fresh yields and pastures new.

The Premier: What did the Government
vou supported do for them three vesrs
ago?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: T am not interested
in that, but T do know what the present
Government and their supporters told
the group settlers what it was intended to
do for them. The present Government’s
supporters. told the group settlers that they
would get for them £14 per month,

The Premier: You are romancing.

Alr. J. H. SMITH: I do not say that the
Premier said that, but his supporters did
agsure them that they would receive £14
per month.

The Premier: What did vour Government
do for them?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: They endeavoured to
make farmers out of them, and they did
very well too. However, I am not con-
cerned about what past Governments did;
all that concerns me is the future. Let
us look to that and nof worry about the
past. Something must be done in the fu-
ture to improve the position and make
things brighter generally for the State.

MR. CLOTHIER (Maylands) [8.407:
T do not think it is too late to congratulate
the Government on the good work they have
done during their term of office, and parti-
cularly now on their decision to restore the
emergency cuts. The previous Government's
poliey was one of wait and see, but the pre-
sent Government bhelieve in progress and are
ready to earry out necessary undertakings.
One has only {0 see what has been done in
the way of renovating the public huildings
to appreciate this. The idea also is to get
us many people as possible back to work.
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In this way more money has been put into
cireulation and traders generally have bene-
fited fron the expenditure, while a consider-
able number have been taken off the dole.
No fewer than 3,671 workers have benefited
in this way. What the Government have
donc has also been an ineentive to private
employers. We leard the cry that there
were not sufficient tradesmen und that boys
were not being employed as apprentires.
Employers approached the court for relief
in this respect and obtained it. This was
made a common rule. In a case in which L
appeired before the conrt—it dealt with the
boot trade—T proved heyond doubt that 1he
manufacturers were competing against the
Eastern States. One particular factory
opened a big store in the Eastern States
and they applied for shorter working hours
for their apprentices in this State and a
reduction of wages. When these firms ap-
pear before the court they will not show
their balance sheets exeept to the court. The
attitude generally of the employers is the
reason why to-day there are not so many
tradesmen as there otherwise would be. All
of them did not fail to take advantage of
the state of emergency in which we found
ourselves. There is one thing about which
the Government can well be pleased. There
has been a slight rise in the price of wool,
us there was last year.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: A rise last year?

Mr. CLOTHIER: At any rate, there bas
been a rise this year and there has also been
a rise in the price of wheat. I presume the
Country Party members will not deny that.

Mr. Doney: The pity of it is that the rise
in the price has come when there is no wheat
to sell.

Mr. CLOTHIER: What is required is
something along the lines of the Canadian
scheme under which any tise in the price
of wheat is spread and maintained. In the
first speech I delivered in this House T re-
terred to the rise in the price of bread. Now
the same thing has oceurred. I have always
been of the opinion that such matters should
be controlled by a price-fizing board. To-
day the price of bread has gone up as it
did in 1914 and 1913, when the price of
wheat was greater but bread was no dearer
than it is to-day. If a price-fixing hoard
were in existence, the baker would secure a
fair margin of profit, the grower would re-
ceive a fair price, and the consumer would
get a fair article at a just price. Until some
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such system js installed, the position wili
always he the same. The Government
should take into consideration the passing
of legislation to deal with third-party insar-
ance. Sinece my return from the Ilastern
States, I have been told that that matter
has been adopted, but I think the Govern}
ment should persist with it and secure the
passage of the necessary legislation. T have
spoken to members of the Legislative Coun-
¢il, and T believe sueh 2 Bill would be agreed
to. L had the misfortune to be involved in
an nceident and in dealing with that ques-
tion I do not speak on aceount of mysclf
but on behalf of those unfortunates who may
suffer beeause someone may be killed as a
result of an aceident. Ry such means a
hrendwinner might be killed and the
widow and children would be without any
compensation. It is a pity that this
phase has not bheen dealt with by legisla-
tion. In New Zealand an Aet has been
passed dealing with third-party insurance
hut it applies only fo the person who is
hurt, not to those in the motor ear. I think
the Government should make investigations
with a view to introducing legislation. When
I was in Viectoria I discussed this matter
with members of Parliament there and they
told me that the Government intended
to introduce legislation this session. Dur-
ing the course of the debate in this
Chamber, some members have compared the
position regarding unemployment in West-
ern Australin with what obtains in other
States. For my part, I think we ean be
proud of the position in which we find our-
selves because those who have fo receive
assistanee are paid hetfer than in any other
part of Australia, including Queensland,
although in that State they do pay a little
more under one or two headings. I think
that is very satisfactory. We have heard
something about the “Eat More Food” cam-
paign. When I think of Mr. Bruce and the
present Federal Government and the posi-
tion of the unfortunate people who have not
the money that will enable them to buy
additional food, I get impatient. The unem-
ployed recently approached the ¥ederal
Government with the request that addi-
tional work. should be provided for them,
and they were told that married men wonld
get one week on and one week off, while
single men would have one week on and
three weeks off, with possibly a month's
continuous work before Christmas and a
month’s work next winter. Fanegy the Fed-
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eral Government trying to put that across
the people! 1t is a darned shame. If the
Federal Government had left out the refer-
fence to a month’s work rext winter, it
would not have looked so had. At any rate,
it serves to indicate that the Federal Gov-
ernment think the unemployed difficulty will
last for a long time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That does not affect
this State,

Mr, CLOTHIER: No, but the Federal
Government are supposed to be the king
pins of Australia and in reality they are
not a patch on any Government in this
State, whatever party may be in power.
Next I want to deal with the position re-
garding domestie servants. There are many
people in the metropolitan area who are
employing girls at the paltry wage of 5s.
or 7s. a week. An advertisement appeared in
the ‘“West Australian’’ the other day for
a girl to undertake all househeld duties at
7s. 6d. per week. Girls do not receive a fair
deal in that respect. Many of them do not
get any time off and some are required to
wait upon people who attend bridge par-
ties, The other day an advertisement ap-
peared in the Press—it may have been put
in by a Country Party membey; of course
I do not know—to the effect that a girl was
required for all household duties and to
milk a cow, the wage being 5s. a week.

Mr. Sampson: That was for a lady help.

Mr. Stubbs: And the cow would soon go
dry.

Mr. CLOTHIER: I hope the time is not
far distant when girls in domestic service
will receive better treatment than they are
getting at present. During the course of
the debate, members who have spoken about
the requirements of their own electorates
have been accused of window-dressing. That
is a new one on me. I have been perfectly
satisfied since I was elected to represent
Maylands, with the wonderful work the Gov-
ernment have done for my constituents.
That is all the window-dressing I require for
the next general election.

Mr. Patrick: They must have concenirated
on Maylands.

Mr. CLOTHIER: I have not gone blus-
tering around but have appealed quietly for
what I wanted, and have received a fair go.

Hon. C. . Latham: I will have a quiet
talk with you and learn how you managed
it.

Mr. CLOTHIER: The hon. member wiil
have to pay for it. At the same time, T will
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not be satisfied, in view of civil servants
having their financial emergency cuts
restored, until the unemployed are put back
at work on full time. 1 will be honest with
members. 1 worked for wages myself at
one time and when I knew that I was to be
put off on a Saturday, my employer never
got the same work from me as would have
been the case had I been employed full
time. The same applies to all sustenance
workers. If they knew that they were to
finish up in the following week, they would
not do sneh good work as they would
if they were on full time., Lei members be
honest and recognise that thai is the posi-
tion. If the unemployed were put back on
full time work, I recognise it would mean
the expenditure of more money, and the
State would receive additional benefit. The
Premier has already made a step forward,
and I hope he will go the whole way. Re-
garding my own electorate, the area served
by the Walcott-street tram has grown to
such an extent that it requires a duplication
of the tramlines and an extension of the
service. [ think the work was promised by
the late Hon. J. Scaddan, and I am sure it
would have been attended to had he con-
tinued in office.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You could add the
Claremont section as well,

Mr. CLOTHIER: ] do not know any-
thing about that. I hope the Government
will look into the matter and duplicate and
extend the Waleott-strect line as they have
done with the line in Beaufort-street.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [9.56]:
I congratulate ihe Leader of the Opposi-
tion upon his change of front regarding
the wants of our distressed people. I had
the pleasure of listening in the other night
when he addressed a meeting that be very
kindly attended in conjunetion with others.
When I listened to him, I was reminded of
the fact that, in his policy speech at York
two and a half years ago, he advoeated the
adoption of the Federal basic wage to his
many farmer friends who were listening to
their young member addressing them. Last
night the Leader of the Opposition spoke in
a different locality and mixed with a differ-
ent class. He fraternised with the Douglas
Social Credit people. In passing, may I
say I do not east any aspersions on the
Douglas Credit movement.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I would not, if I
were Yyou.
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Mr. RAPHAEL: Nor do I cast asper-
sions on those who advocate the cause of
Major Douglas. In my opinion, the Leader
of the Opposition definitely went in for
window-dressing at the meeting with an eye
on the forthcoming general elections. I was
able to vismalise the huappy family that
would assemble if the Labour Government
were defeated at the next election.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Happy partv?

Mr. RAPHAREL: The present Leader of
the Opposition, of ecourse, would become
Premier and force on the Leader of the
National Party (Hon. N. Keenan) and the
members for West Perth (Mr. MeDonald)
and North Perth (Afr. J. MaeCallum
Smith} the ereed of the Douglas Credit
people. Those die-hard Nationalist mem-
bers who represent the banks, money and
vested interests, would have foreced upon
them a monetary poliey vepresenting the
antithesis of what they advoeate.

Mr. North: Ave you sure that Douglas
wonld hurt the banks?

Mr. RAPHAEL: The banks have got
their representatives in this House and ex-
pect them to do as they ave told.

Mr. North: Tt sounds like a conspiracy.

Alr. RAPHAEL: It would not be a very
deep conspiracy if the hon. member were
in it. I desire to be a little paroehial and
tonch upon several matters affecting my
electorate. The member for Maylands (Mr.
Clothier) said  he did mot  think
it would be regarded as window-
dressing on  the present oceasion.
I am not indulging in window-dressing, and
I hope there will be no need for me to do
it. Whatever happens, I am prepared to
abide by the decision of the electors. I
am sorry that the Deputy-lLeader of the
Labour Party (Mr. MeCallum) resigned on
aceount of ill-health. For the work in
which he was engaged, Mr. MeCallum was
practieally irreplaceable.  Though ill-
health was one reason for his retirement,
it was necessary o find a suitable man for
the position of Chairman of the Agrienl-
tural Banlc Commission. We were fortun-
ate in getting the member for East Perth
(Hon. J. J. Kenneally) to fill the office
of Minister for Works, but hefore long
he was foreed to relinquish his duties tem-
porarily, also through ill-health. Since
his illness, unemployment has increased
considerably, at any rate in my electorate.
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Member: You had better be carefnl.

Mr. RAPHAEL: T do not eare vhich
party happens to be in power; I am herc
to espouse the cause of my electors, and
intend to do it. As (he number of unem-
ployed is increasing and it seems impos-
sible to provide work for all of them at
present, the Government should again ap-
point a full-time Minister for Employment,
Although the member for East Perth made
many enemies, both in and out of Parlia-
ment, lie took his work seriously and gra-
dually the wunemployed were absorbed,
thousands of them in private industry and
9,000 on publiec works. That gave the
workers an opportunity to earn money in-
stead of accepting Government doles, and
to win back their manhood. There are-
several jobs to which the Aecting Minister
might give immediate attention. The most
urgent is the work of providing sewerage
on the south zide of the river. I believe
that the job is to be held up for a time, per-
haps for many months. My, MeCallum bad
to take direct action with the engineer on
the job, Mr. Parr. and his services were
dispensed with, There are about 138 un-
employed at the Vietoria Park hareau,
which number is alout 100 too many, The
building trade is enjoying activity almost
as great as that experienced before the de-
pression. In Vietoria Park quite a num-
ber of shops and houses are being erected.
If the Government’s policy of work for
the unenmployed is allowed to lapse even for
only a short period, private industry will
be stifled and prebably the condition of
unemplovment that prevailed a few years
ago will be reerecated. Previous to the last
meefing of the Loan Counecil the Govern-
ment had the money with which to finance
the sewerage work in Vietoria Park and
Scuth Perth, T helieve that the eash was
actually available in the Treasury, but that
the work wns held up so that it conld be
used an an excuse to get extra money from
the Loan Couneil. If that is so, the people
on the sonth side of the river are entitled
to the best that ean be done for them
in the matter of sewering those aveas.
The filthy system still in vogue is a hun-
dred years out of dare, and it is a dis-
grace for the Government to allow it to
continue longer than necessary. 1 hope
that the Aeting Minister will stir up tha
civil servants who were so eulogised by
the member for Canning (Mr. Cross) to-
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night, and see that they carry ouf their
work as they are paid io do.

Mr. Cross: They do, too.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have nothing to say
against civil servants generally. I am
pleased that the Government propose to
restore their salary cuts, because I do not
believe in class taxation. There are many
people who do not receive from civil ser-
vants the courtesy that is extended to
the member for Canning. Unemployed,
when they attend a deparfment, are en-
titled to the same courtesy as the hon,
member receives, but many of them, de-
fenceless women amongsé the number, do
not get the courtesy to which they are en-
titled. I do not wish it to be concluded
that this applies generally, but many ecivil
servants do not extend courtesy to those
people.

Mr. Cross: Why da not you report them
to the Minister? Why make sweeping state-
ments¥ Why not report specific cases?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I have reported it, and
the hon. member knows it. To report it is
a waste of time. I do not come here with
balderdash and lies as the hon. member
does,

Mr. Cross: Mr. Chairman, I ask that
the hon. member withdraw that statement.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
takes exception to the statement, and the
member for Vietoria Park will withdraw,

Mr. RAPHAEL: What portion of the
statement §

The CHAIRMAN: The reference to hal-
derdash and lies.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I withdraw the remark,
but I am allowed to think it.

Mr. Thorn::It should be an unqualified
withdrawal,

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. memher may
proceed.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I congratulate the Gov-
ernment, the Perth City Counecil and the
South Perth Road Board on the reclama-
tion work carried oul on the south side of
the river. I hope the Minister will shake
up his forces with regard to filling up on
the other side. The City Council are sub-
sidising the Government to a tune of £1,000
a year for the general scheme.

The Premier: What is the contribution
from the Government?
Mr. RAPHAEL:

£12,000,

Some £11,000 " or
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Hon. C. G. Latham: It was £25,000 last
year,

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government are
putting in about £12,000.

JHon. C. G. Latham: You'd betier keep
quict ahout it; you are getting too much
already.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope the Government
will go ahead with the scheme for filling
up on the other side. They should work
in with the road boards and other local
anthorities that are employing labour on
work of this nature. Seeing that the Perth
City Council are spending some thousands
of pounds in beautifying the place and in
giving employment in the locality, I hope
the Minister will work in with them. That
would be the means of relieving the Gov-
ernment of the necessity for supporting
some of the sustenance men. Relerenee has
been made to the necessity for legislation
to eontrol starting price betting shops. That
is a Government jeb. Our racecourses are
touting for business, and the Railway De-
partment are working in with them by pro-
viding cheap facilities of transport for men
and women. When the people get to the
course those in charge are prepared to admit
women free. On Monday morning no doubt
many women are unable to pay the butchers,
the bakers or the milkmen’s bills. The-
argument against the registration of start-
ing price betting shops is that the working
man will lose his wages, and the wife and
children will go hungry.

Mr. Warner: Does he never have a win?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Sometimes. The sitva-
tion has reached alarming proportions. In
our streets on Saturday afternoons it is.
impossible for people to get along except
in ihe road. The evil is one that- will never
be wiped out so long as there are Aunstralians.
in the country.

Mr. Marshall: It is world-wide,

AMr. RAPHAEL: I have looked into the-
registration of betiing shops in South Aus--
tralia. Despite the existence of adverse re-
ports upon these places, I think it would
be better if we had control over them in
this State also.

Mr. Marshali: The legislation there is a.
credit to the South Australian Government.
The Premier: Did you go to Vietoria?

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes

The Premier: In Melbourne there is nol:
a single betting shop in the street.
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Mr, Marshull: There was not one in Ade-
laide prior to the legisiation,

Mr. RAPHAEL: Wby, peopie were bet-
ting in public houses, in alley-ways and
everywhere,

The Premier: You cannot make a bet in
a shop, hotel or anywhere in Melbourne

city.

Mr. Marshall: Nonsense.

The Premier: There is no nonsense
about it.

My, RAPHAEL: I konow the Premier is
opposed to betting, but I must be allowedl
to hold views of my own as well.

The Premier: That type of betting does
not exist in Melbourne.

Mr. RAPHARL: It does in S8ydney. T
have made bets there. The police raid =
shop and they leave it alone for a while,
and then raid another. On Saturday after-
noons the streets are filled with men and
womeu who are making their bets. I re-
member when there was one betting shop in
Victorin Park, and to-day there are about
ten. If betting is to take place in these
cstablishments they should e registered,
and facilities provided to keep people off
the streets. The police shonld have the right
to see that pedestrians are allowed to walk
along the footpath without having to take
to the roads. Tt is particularly dangerous
for women who are pushing perambulator-.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Perth City
Council are in charge of the footpaths.
What are they doing to stop this?

Mr. RAPHAEL: T would advise the hon.
member to look into the by-laws. The
police are permitted to take action. Betting
is not under the eontrol of the City Council.
Unless means are taken to govern this busi-
ness by law, the evil will go on for the
next hundred years.

The Premier: It is a perfect nuisance, but
the question is how to rectify it.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the shops are regis-
tered the authorities eould see that they
were carried on under proper conditions.

The Premier: There are other means he-
sides that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I wish to refer to the
continnal rise in the price of petrol. Some
time ago a new eompany started in New
South Wales to import petrol, in opposition
to the big companies. These new people
had ambitions about coming to Western
Australia to market their petrol, possibly
at a cheaper rate than the other companies
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were doing. When petro] is brought into
the State reduction after reduction is made
until the small people are forced out of the
business. That is what was tried with re-
gard to the Purr Pull Company in New South
Wales. Members may recollect that an
effort was made to blow up the company’s
pliaut by means of a bomb. I inspected the
locality and went through the place, and
saw what occurred. The competing com-
panies followed this up by putting kerosene
and deleterious matter into the bowsers that
had been erected by the new company, Mr,
Smith, well known in Australian motor
cireles, was appointed as inspector to super-
vise the disposal of the company’s petrol.
Several attempts were made upon Mr.
Smith's life while he was engaged in secing
that a fair deal was meted out to the com-
pany. The new people secured from the
State Government a lease of land at Fre-
mantle with the right to construet tanks
there for the holding of a bulk petrol supply.
Time went on, and after about six or nine
months the company were informed by the
State Government that they were sorry but
that the lesse of that partienlar block of
land would be caneelled.

The Premier: You are misinformed.
Federal Government did that.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Premier will let
me make my ecase first:

The Premier: I know the facts.

Mr, RAPHAEL: I know them too.

The Premier: Perhaps not.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The lease was seenred
from the State Government, and then the
State Government informed the ecompany
that owing to the fact of the Federal Gov-
ernment having stated they required the land
for defence purposes the lease had to be
cancelled.

The Premier: Well, the action was taken
on hehalf of the Federai Government.

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Federal Govern-
ment did that, why was not action taken at
least to protect petrol consumers by allow-
ing competition to eome in?

The Premier: Surely you know -we have
no power to override the Federal Govern-
ment. In this case the Federal Government
overrode the State Government. You should
make sure of your faets. We granted the
lease, and the Federal Government notified
us that it ecould not be granted.

Ion. C. G. Latham: Yes, under the De-
fence Act.

The
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The Premier: The member for Vietoria
Park should make snre of his facfs.

Mr. RAPHAEL: I am sure of my facts;
and I know what is taking place at the pre-
sent time, too.

The Premier: Yon do not know.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 do.

The Premier: You do not. The Federal
Government overrode the State Government.
Those are the facts of the case; I know them
perfectly well.

Hon, C. G. Latham: The Federal Act gives
the Tederal Govermment authority to over-
ride leases all along that foreshore.

Mr. RAPHAEL: YWhen the debate ceases
[ shall be able to earry on. As regards un-
employment, there is a2 matter I have failed
to touch on. Numbers of my electors have
complained that they do not get the period
of work to which they are entitled, and that
certain men are given two or three periods
of work, though not at the dictate of the
Minister—I do not bring this matter for-
ward by way of castigating the Government.
However, the Minister should take the neces-
sary action. I am prepared to supply, if
necessary, names and addresses of men who
have ‘had two and three periods of work
whereas men residing in the Vietoria Park
electorate, who have supplied medical certi-
ficates that extra nourishment is needed by
their wives and kiddies, have nof worked
even their full period but have been stood
down by the gangers in favour of other men
from other eleetorates.

The Minister for Water Supplies: Why
did you not take the Minister into your ¢on-
fidence?

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 have only just got
the facts of the case. T am now bringing
them under your notice.

The Minister for Water Supplies: I am
not the Minister concerned.

Mr. RAPHAEL: This applies to the
Minister for Works. ’

The Premier: No. It does not apply to
him at all. It applies to the Minister for
Employment.

Mr. RAPHAEL: It bas been explained
to me that for years the position adopted
by the sustenance authorities has been as
follows: Immediately a man is picked up for
a job, he ceases to be a charge on susten-
anee and becomes an employee of the Gov-
ernment Department employing him.

The Premier: Yes. When did you hear
of those complaints?
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Mr. RAPHAEL. A short period back.

The Premier: Why did you not go to the
Minister eoneerned?

Mr. RAPHAEL: I
right——

The Premicr: You have a perfect right
to get publicity, but the right thing to do
is to speak to the Minister.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 do not want publieity.
However, I do say that I have a perfect
right to bring the inatter before the Cham-
ber; and while I have the right to do it,
I shall do it.

The Prewmier: Tittle-tattle!

Mr. RAPHAEL: If the Premier——

The Premier: T do not mind, but a rea-
sonable man would go to the Minister and
submit his case; he would not tittle-tattle
here.

Mr, RAPHAEL: Yn zonclusion I wish to
say that the Government have made big
strides towards putting the State on a
sound Bnancial basis, as ecompared with
two or three years ago.

Mr. Thorn: They do not appear to bave
done so in Victoria Park.

Mr, RAPHAEL: Nor have they done too
well in Toodyay, appareuntly. The people
of Toodyay tell me that the hon. member
interjecting is not too wide awake. The
roads in his electorate are not too passable.

Mr, Thorn: You have been misinformed.

Mr. RAPHAEL: 1 am not misinformed.
I have been over those roads. Dostly they
are not roads but holes. The man who
picks his way to Toodyay needs to be a
sound driver. In conclusion may I epn-
gratulate the Government on the financial
position of the State. I believe that pub-
lic eonfidence is entirely with Ministers, in
this State anyhow. They will be returned
to power at the next election. We shall
not have the spectacle of a cocky Govern-
ment ruling Western Austrnlia. T hope the
time when that will be the case will never
arrive. The demoralisation which over-
came the National Party at the last elec-
tion will probably be repeated next year.
If they have a poliey, I have not heard of
it yet. However, they have four or five
months to announce or to formulate a
policy. Up to the present time, to judge of
the castigation of the Government on the
Address-in-reply, a policy has not been
promulgated.

AMr. Thorn: Now you are speiling your
speech.

have a perfect
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Mr. RAPHAEL: I hope my remarks of
this evening will sink into the mind of the
Minister who has taken on & certain job.
I hope also that the Minister for Educa-
tion will give a little attention to the East
Victoria Pprk sehool, where much needs
to be done.

The Premier: There is need for lots of
education in Victoria Park.

Mr. RAPHAEL: Yes, especially when
the Premier arrives there. I hope further
facilities will be provided in the way of
school accommodation at East Victoria
Park. At present there is a class of 35
kiddies held in a cloakroom, where the air
ts humid and foul. The ground is not ade-
quately drained; gravelling is wurgently
needed there. I was out of the State for
about 33 months, and in that period I fully
expected the departinental officers would
have attended fo the job of gravelling. In
conelusion I bope that at any rate matters
affecling my own electorate on whieh I have
touched will receive attention from the Gov-
ernment. It is a pretty poor old thing if
one has to be castigated by one’s Leader
when one finds it negessary to bring up mat-
ters for consideration. However, I have the
hide to take a castigation and, if necessary,
look for more. I will not be sat down in the
middle of my remarks if they are needed.
I prefer to make them and take what is
eoming. In conelusion I congratulate the
Government on what they have done up to
the present time, and I trust that matters
needing attention will receive it.

Progress repoxted.

House adjourned at 9.31 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—STATE TRANSPORT
BOARD.

Truch Licenses.

‘Hon. A, THLOMSOXN asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, How many of the 589 motor
trucks referred to in his qpeeeh on the 2Gth
September on the State Transport Co-ordin-
ation Aet Amendment Bill are lieensed in
the metropolitan area? 2, How many motor
trueks ounfside the metropolitan area have
been granted a lieense fo convey commercial
goods, and on what routes do they trade?
3, How many of the motor truck licenses
outside the metropolitan area are engaged
in work for the Main Roads Board on road
construaction ?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
None—see Section 33 of the Transport Act.
2, (a) 58%. TFor interpretation of “Goods’”
see Section 3; (b} Involves the preparation
of a return. 3, 128.

QUESTION—-MINING, WATER PRICES.

Hon. J. CORNELI: asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, What is the price charged for
water per 1,000 gallons used for mining pur-
poses at—(a) Marvel Loch; (b) Burbidge;
(e} Palmer’s Tind; (d4) Bullfineh; (e)
Southern Cross? 2, (a) Have the prices
charged in these distriets heen reeently
vaised; (b) if =0, to what extent; (e} what
is the reason for the inerease? 3, What is
the price charged for water per 1,000 gal-
lons used for mining purposes at—(a) Kal-
goorlic; (b) Coolgardie? 4, (a) Have the
prices charged in these two localities been
reeently raised; (bh) if so, to what extent;
(e} what is the reason for the increase?
3, What are the prevailing standpipe charges
at—(a) Palmer's Find; (b) Marvel Loch;
(e¢) Burbidge: (d)} Builfinch? 6, Is it a



